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l,A1lllli:i! OBSERVER
-“THAT THY WAY MAY BE KNOWN UPON EARTH, TIIY SAVING HEALTH AMONG ALL NATIONS.’
VOL. VII. WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1? 1837.
CONDUCTED BY
AN ASSOCIATION OF CLERGYMEN.
GEORGE \V MYERS, PRINTER.
THE PREACHERS.
Amid my garden’s hroider'd paths I trod
And there my mind soon caught her favorite clue ;
I seem’d to stand amid the Church of God,
And flowers were preachers, and (still strangers) drew 
From their own life and course 
The lore'they would enforce;
And sound their doctrine was, and every precept true.
And first the Sunflower spake. Behold, he said,
How I unwearily from dawn to night 
Turn to the wheeling sun my golden head,
And drink into my disk fresh draughts of light.
O mortal 1 look and learn ;
So, with obedient turn,
From womb to grave pursue the Sun of life and might.
And next I heard the lowly Camomile,
Who, as I trod on him with reckless feet,
And wrung his perfume out, cried, List awhile—
E’en thus with charity the proud one greet.
And, as insulters press,
E'en turn thou thus and bless,
And yield from each heart’s-bruise a redolence more sweet.
Then from his rocky pulpit 1 heard cry
The Stonecrop. See how loose to earth I grow.
And draw my juicy' nurture from the sky.
So drive not thou, fond man, thy root too low;
But loosely clinging here,
From God’s supernal sphere
"Draw life’s uncaithly food, catch heaven’s undying glow.
Then preach’d the humble Strawberry. Behold 
The lowliest and least adorn’d of flowers
Lies at thy feet; yet lift my leafy fold,
And fruit is there—unfound in gaudier bower..
So plain be thou and meek,
And when vain man shall seek,
Unveil the blooming fruit of solitary hours.
Then cried the Lily : Hear my mission next.
On me thy Lord hade ponder and be wise ;
O wan with toil, with care and doubt perplext,
Survey my joyous bloom, my radiant dyes.
My hues no vigils dim,
Ail care I cast on Him,
Who more than faith can ask, each hour to faith supplies.
The Thistle warn’d me last; for, as I tore
The intruder up, it cried, Rash man, take heed!
In me thou hast thy type. Yea, pause and pore—
Even as thou, doth Gon his vineyard weed ;
Deem not each worthier plant 
For thee shall waste and want,
Nor fright with hostile spines thy Master’s chosen seed.
Then cried the garden’s host, with one consent:
Come, man, and see how, day by day, we shoot,
For every hour of rain and sunshine lent,
Deepen our glowing hues, and drive our root;
And, as ouv heads we lift,
Record each added gift,
And bear to God’s high will, and man’s support, our fruit.
O Leader thou of earth’s exulting choir,
Thou with a first-born’s royal rights endued,
Wilt thou alone be dumb? alone desire
Renew’d the gifts so oft in vain renew’d ?
Then sicken, fret, and pine, *
As on thy head they shine, f
And wither with o’erflowing plenitude?
O, come! and, as thy due, our concert lead.
Glory to him, the Loan ot life and light,
Who nursed our tender leaf, ouv colors spread,
And gave thy body mind, thy first-born’s right,
By which thy flight may cleave 
The starty pole, and leave
Thv younger mates below in death’s unbroken night.
[JZecfory of Valehead.
THE OBSERVER.
From “Gathered Fragments" by the Rev. J. A. Clarke.
PROFITABLE DISCUSSION.
Faithful are the wounds of a Friend.
From the 2GZA of Proverbs.
Mr. H----- , myself, and another clergyman
had taken a ride to visit a spring of some no­
toriety, that was strongly impregnated with sul­
phur. On our way our carriage broke down, 
and in getting it repaired we were detained till 
alter nightfall. The evening however was so 
beautiful, and the return ride so pleasant, that 
we could none of us regret the detention. It 
was about as late in the season as it now is, and 
I do not know that I can give you a better idea 
of the scene and circumstances, than by using 
the language of one whose poetic numbers I 
have often read with peculiar delight—
“It was an eve of autumn’s holiest mood,
The corn-fields, bathed in Cynthia’s silver light,
Stood ready for the reaper’s gathering hand;
And all the winds slept soundly. Nature seem’d,
In silent contemplation, to adore
Its Maker. Now and then, the aged leaf
Fell from its fellows, rustling to the'ground;
And as it fell, hade man think on his end. ■
On vale and lake, on wood and mountain high,
With pensive wing outspread, sat heavenly thought,
Conversing with itself. Vesper look’d forth,
From out her western hermitage, and smiled:
And up the East, unclouded rode the moon
With all her stars, gazing on earth intense,
As if she saw some wonder walking there:
*" -’ll was the night, so lovely, still serene.”
Our* ’e occupied all of two hours, which 
was princij--jv Spefit in delightful and animated 
conversation. come remarks that had been 
dropped, led Mi.
the character 
students.
“There is nothing, said distresses
me so much as to see a young y,ari cnrning for. 
ward in preparation for the vvith jQW
and inadequate views of the awfu-"-egpOnsjbi]i- 
ty which that sacred office impost j->u(. 
see a young man whose mind is infla*. 
vanity—who is disposed to be constantly » 
cd in some romantic adventure of Jove—wi.
Q-----  to comment upon
and Uv.nrtment of theological
whole conduct is marked with levity—a mere 
flippant coxcomb—who appears to be in his 
proper element only when in the midst of fash­
ion and gayety, and has no relish for the socie­
ty of the serious and the grave—to see such a 
young man stretching out his hands to bear the 
vessels of the sanctuary, is shocking beyond de­
gree? And yet young men of this very stamp 
do find their way into the ministry.
“Some seem to view the sacred office merely 
as a post of honour, conferring distinction upon 
the man who holds it, and opening the way of 
agreeable access to the most respectable por­
tion of community. Others seem to enter the 
ministry because they are fond of literary pur­
suits, and wish to enjoy a life of literary ease, 
released from all care in relation to the means 
of their subsistence. Others again seem hon­
estly to desire to do all the good they can in 
the world, and though they have no clear views 
of the doctrines of the cross; or of the worth 
of the undying soul, aspire to the sacred 
office from a sort of undefined philanthropic 
feeling.
“When we think how many enter the minis­
try from these and similar views—and how ma­
ny that put on the sacerdotal robes deceive 
themselves, and have never been in truth ‘mov­
ed by the Holy Ghost’ to enter upon this high 
and sacred embassy, it is not at all wonderful 
that we see around us in so many instances such 
sad failure of ministerial success. O that our 
young men would think how awful a matter it is 
to stand before God and perjure themselves in 
the very act of receiving their external com­
mission—that they would consider that without 
they are ‘moved by the Holy Ghost to take up­
on them this office,’ they cannot but be a blight 
and mildew, laying waste the fair heritage of 
the Lord wherever they are cast, that they 
would consider the confusion and shame that 
will cover them in the tremendous day of filial 
reckoning, when they stand before God to be 
judged ?
“The true and only reason why some minis- 
ters so long remain without a cure, is that they 
have never been moved by the Holy Ghost to 
take upon them the sacred office. Do you 
think that Paul, or Stephen, or Philip, or Peter 
or John, would-have set down for a year or two 
without a people to preach to? The reason 
why some ministers do not obtain places, is that 
they have entered the ministry, not for the sole 
object of turning sinners from the pathway of 
perdition, but to get a comfortable and eligible 
situation. If a man is willing to spend and be 
spent for Christ, if he is willing to deny himself 
and be poor and despised, that undying souls 
may be rescued from perdition and God glorifi­
ed—he never will want a field of labour. And 
if he is not willing to do this, if he is not will­
ing to be any thing or nothing, just as Christ 
shall see fit to fix his allotment, he certainly can 
never have been moved by the Holy Spirit to 
take upon him the sacred office. We know 
that there are all around us fields ot moral des­
titution, where we have good reason to believe 
labour would not be bestowed in vain. But 
when these fields are pointed out to one of 
your non-officiating clergyman, he instantly ob­
jects because the salary is so small, or so uncer­
tain. Rather than submit to this inconvenience 
he prefers to remain idle. Did ever a man, up­
on whom '‘necessity teas laid' to preach the gos­
pel, act thus? O where would the church have 
been—where would Christianity have been, if 
the first heralds of the cross had acted in this 
way ? Paul was willing to encounter stripes 
and imprisonment, hunger and thirst, cold and 
nakedness, and death itself, to preach the un­
searchable riches of Christ to a dying world.— 
And why? Because he was moved by the Ho­
ly Ghost to take upon him the office of an am­
bassador for Christ. And I would ask, are 
there any who go forth in the spirit of Paul 
that have any trouble in finding fields oflabour, 
or the means of subsistence?”
The clergyman who was in the carriage with 
us, here remarked,
“But, Mr. H----- , there are some clergymen
that obtain places, and seem to wish to preach 
all the doctrines of the Bible faithfully, that 
still see little or no fruits resulting from their 
labour—what do you ascribe this to 1”
“It becomes me to speak on this topic with 
great diffidence. But I will tell you one thing. 
I never did any good in the ministry, till I be­
gan to preach Christas al lin fill. My sermons 
now are only some miserable thoughts put to­
gether in a very imperfect way about the love 
of God, the sufficiency of Christ, and the work 
of the Spirit. But even these God has bless­
ed. The minister must preach but one doc­
trine, or rather all the doctrines he preaches 
must rise out of this one—Christ and him cruci­
fied. Jesus Christ is the foundation, the cor­
ner-stone, the way, the truth, the life, the hope, 
the refuge, the bread of life, the consolation of 
Israel.”
“ But,” said the former interrogator, “the 
persons to whom I refer give great promi­
nence and distinctness in their sermons, to 
the doctrine of salvation alone through Christ.”
“There is a glaring defect,” responded Mr.
H----- , “in the preaching of some ministers
in relation to discriminativeness. They preach 
in such a way that all their hearers, unless they 
are guilty of some very gross immorality, are 
led to think themselves very good Christians. 
The Bible every where speaks of men as con­
verted or unconverted, penitent or impenitent, jus­
tified or condemned. There are undoubtedly 
these two classes in every audience. And if 
the preacher does not keep his hearers apprized 
of this and make them feel that they belong to 
one or other of these classes, and put them up­
on the business of deciding where they stand— 
his preaching is of no account. Sermons de­
fective in this particular have often led the im­
penitent to be soothed and self-satisfied with 
those scriptural promises and encouragements 
which belong only to those who have been truly 
born again. I cannot conceive of a more cer­
tain way to lull men to sleep, and spread over 
them a fatal delusion, than such astyleof preach­
ing as this. The line of demarcation between 
the people of God, and those who are in an un­
converted state, should always be drawn, 
and drawn with such breadth and distinctness, 
that every one will be constrained to see on 
which side he stands, and therefore, to un­
derstand what part of the sermon belongs to 
him.’’
This conversation continued, and as it pro­
ceeded, the speakers seemed to gather fresh in- 
spirition from the lovely night-scene around 
them. But I must hasten to tell you of a con­
versation in relation to parochial visiting. Oft­
en, after having spent a few hours with Mr.
H----- , and witnessed the easy, natural, and
delightful manner in which he engaged every 
individual about him in conversation upon per­
sonal religion, I have asked myself, Why is it 
that Christian people, and Christian ministers, 
so seldom converse upon a subject so noble, so 
glorious, so infinitely interesting?
From the British Magazine.
A CHRISTIAN FAMILY.
“Still to the lowly soul 
He doth himself impart,
And for his cradle and his throne 
Chooseth the pure in heart.”
Keble.
It was on a gloomy afternoon in February 
that we went to visit old Isaac’s dying wife. It 
was the first walk we had taken together for 
many months. The breath of the fresh air, and 
the feeling of returning strength to enjoy it, 
will give pleasure at all times, and we enjoyed 
the walk, though yet there was scarcely an 
half-opened daisy along the bank, or a bird in 
the hedge. The thrush (slorm cock, as the peo­
ple call him because he sings in such boisterous 
weather) shunned this chill and cloudy after­
noon; notone robin greeted us, winter’s bird 
though he be; nor could we discover that blush 
of red along the hedge, which, in a week or 
two more, will tell that Spring and her buds 
and blossoms, are coming. But doyou remem­
ber, on our way home, the glorious evening 
star, that shone out in the west before us, just 
where the sun had set? What matter, if there 
should be but little of brightness along our 
.path here, if we can but keep our eyes fixed 
on the star that shall guide us safe home at 
last?
In the row of very poor houses to which we 
went, one was pointed out to us by its very neat 
garden, and its cut hedges of evergreen box. 
Here will be daisies and polyanthuses in abun­
dance in a few weeks, and lavender and carna­
tions tor those who live till Midsummer to gath­
er them. Ah, frail flowers! Yet there are 
frailer things than you outlive. It is not only 
the yew of a thousand years, and the venerable 
oak, that laughs to scorn the mightiness of man: 
but the lowly acorns will spring up for fifty 
years together in the same spot, when he that 
first set it, and his children are gone, and their 
place knows them no more. But why repeat 
the same tale so often? Because I was think­
ing how short a time old Hannah has to live.— 
We shall not see her any more stooping amongst 
the narrow borders of her little garden. But 
come up the few steps of the steep and winding 
staircase; here she lies, in herclean white-wash­
ed room, and from hence she will never remove 
till carried out for the last time. Her illness 
has been a very trying one; she was seized with 
paralysis seventeen weeks since, and her senses 
have been much affected. One side is render­
ed quite useless; her voice is altered, and her 
sight is gone. She is unable to feed herself, or 
to lift herself in the bed; and to the questions 
of her affectionate children she can scarcely 
make a reasonable reply. The world, and all 
its concerns, are passing from her, as if they 
had never been; but, on one subject—the mer­
cy of her Redeemer—her mind is clear and 
strong. '‘That,” says she, as if she felt the 
weakness of her memory on other matters— 
“That I shall never, never, never forget.” At 
times (but they are now more and more rare) a 
spark of intelligence seems to blaze up amongst 
the dying embers. As, an evening or two 
since, her husband, on his return home from 
work, asked his daughters if her mind had been 
comfortable that day, she caught his meaning, 
and exerting hersell to speak loud enough for 
those down stairs to hear her, said that in that 
matter all was well—that she had an humble 
trust in him, who will never forsake them that 
trust in him. On subjects of temporal con­
cern, however, she is completely lost. Her 
poor, heavy, useless arm, woman like, she thinks 
is a sleeping infant, and sometimes she says 
she is quite weary, and begs her daughters to 
take the dear child for a little. Overhearing 
one of them giving her kind visitor, this proof 
that her mental faculties were nearly gone, 
“Ah!” interr upted she, “I am going to heaven! 
— I shall have right knowledge there!” She 
never complains of pain or poverty; all seems 
right to her. Though the small quantity of food 
except what charity supplies, is coarse, and lit­
tle fitting for an invalid, she always acknowledg­
es it as her Father’s gilt, and enjoys it as such; 
Want, and cold, and illness, seem matter of no 
importance to her; the hope of the glory to be 
revealed seems to swallow up all concern for 
this life. “It is not a crown of gold,” I heard 
her say, “nor one of silver, it is a crown of glo­
ry that is laid up for me.” One expression of 
natural feeling I witnessed; As one of her 
daughters was mentioning the death of a sister, 
whom they lost about ten months ago, the aged 
mother burst into tears, exclaiming, “She was a 
dear blessed creature;” but she presently dried 
her eyes. “I’m going fast, fast to her.” she 
said: “I shall soon see her.” It is indeed, 
cause for great thanksgiving, that parents are 
permitted to see a whole family of sons and 
danghters treading that path which they them­
selves have found to be pleasantness and peace: 
and such, I believe, is now granted to these old 
people. Their remembrances ot this last 
daughter in particular, are very delightful.— 
She was nearly'blind, very slow of speech, and 
exceedingly infirm, to outward appearance, yet
as Fox beautifully says, “Quick of understand­
ing in the Lord’s matters.” Oh, the wisdom 
that is from above how independent, how su­
perior is it to all outward aids. Quiet, patient 
humble and industrious, there she sat at the 
spinning-wheel, day after day, and year after 
year—expecting nothing on earth, but with a 
heart set upon the things above; the poorest of 
that poor family, yet the first to be called to 
her inheritance; the lowest in her father’s house 
the foremost to take her place in those man­
sions, of which eye has not seen, nor ear heard 
the glory. Sh« was suddenly attacked by 
some complaint in her head, so violent, that she 
feared she should lose her senses. “I pray.” 
said she—and it was one of her last reasonable 
sentences—“I pray that if the Lord sees fit to 
take my senses, he will take my speech too, 
that I may not say words to grieve his Holy 
Spirit.” Her prayer was heard. On Thurs­
day her senses forsook her, and, about the same 
time, she ceased to speak. On Sunday, her 
sister, standing by, thought she heard her ar­
ticulate the words—“Lord, now let thy ser­
vant depart in peace;” and so she reached her 
home.
But I must not forget the old man—the very 
picture of an English cottager—a little bent 
and toil-worn, yet still retaining proof in his hale 
figure, clear eyes, and healthy complexion, 
that if labour is “the primal curse," it is yet 
“softened into mercy.” He has feared God 
from his youth up; and his happy countenance 
assures you, at the first glance, that his heart 
realizes the promise, “Even to old age I am 
He; even to hoary hairs I will carry you.” I 
was sometime ago much struck by the remark 
of a clergyman, made in familiar conversation 
“If a Christian is but a shoe-black, he ought to 
be the best in the parish;” and, as far as my ob­
servation goes, it will certainly be the case. It 
was our old Isaac’s diligence, as he broke stones 
on the road, that first attracted a friend’s at­
tention to him. When the circumstance was 
mentioned to him—“I should be very sorry to 
need*any human eye to watch me,” said he: “if 
I rest five minutes, I know I’m bound to make 
it up again.” His language is frequently figu­
rative and poetical: naturally so, because he 
draws from the two sources of perfect poetry—- 
the book of God and the book of nature.— 
From every surrounding circumstance his hun­
gering and thirsting mind draws food. I re­
member his spiritualizing his employment, the 
other day, when he was found scraping a very 
dirty lane, “This reminds me,” said he “of the 
ministers of the heavenly gospel; they are sent, 
as we are, to prepare the way, to make straight 
the path; and they toil and labour as we do.— 
Now, a bit seems clean, and there ’tis a little 
smoother: hut very soon ’tis all disheartening 
—all as bad again as ever. Well, we begin 
again—toil over it again; our work will be done 
at last: and they must wait in patience till the 
great Master comes to finish his own.” His 
affection for his aged wife has always been ex­
tremely strong; and it is delightful to observe 
how the love of a Christian connexion can sur­
vive all the extraneous aids of youth, interest, 
or personal attraction. “She asks many times 
in the day, if he is not come home yet,” said 
the daughter; “and tired down as he is, he wont 
stop to warm his hands till he goes up stairs to 
see her, and, if she likes, to read or pray with 
her. ’ The last time she was sufficiently in her 
senses to enjoy the word of God, as he read it 
to her, she expressed herself with remarkable 
delight or energy, as to the pleasure it had af­
forded. “It seems as if I was in heaven.” What 
said her daughter, “do you see anything?”— 
“No,” she replied, “it is not to be seen or 
heard—it is to be felt.” Oh ! glorious gospel, 
that shines thus in the dark valley and shadow 
of death. The old man’s strength is labour 
and sorrow; and I think his toil is almost done. 
His spirits seem to excite him to exertions too 
great tor hi# strength; and when he shall cease 
to earn his five or seven shillings a week, (for 
his wages are now no more,) I wonder how he 
will be provided for. They have all lived very 
hardly this winter, for the young women (both 
sickly, and one nearly blind,) have almost laid 
aside their work to attend to their completely 
helpless mother. It would be a grievous thing 
to send to the poor-house—that abode of mise­
ry and degradation—one, whose orderly and 
decent habits, and whose industry from his 
youth up, have surrounded his own little home 
with so many comforts. True, the rapid in­
crease of his young family, and the lowness of 
his wages, never could allow of his making pro­
vision for these years of weakness; and even in 
the best of times he often fared hardly. But 
there, ornamenting the whitewashed wall of the 
home in which he has lived so long, are still 
the coloured prints from scripture history, in 
which lie used, now and then, to indulge him­
self: and there is his poor wife’s assortment of 
various glass and crockery ware, making the 
blue corner cupboard look so gay, and the jug 
of early primroses on the dresser; and his kind 
daughters see that the hearth is swept, and the 
fire irons bright, because he likes to see it so. 
and they put his own armed chair in the chim­
ney corner; and if the meal is very scanty, af­
fectionate care prepares it for him, and sets it 
before him. IIow different would ix be at the 
poor house! But “I will never leave thee: I 
will never forsake thee,” says the word of pro­
mise. What shall we ask more! Will the God 
of heaven and earth compass about his servant 
with his mercy, and draw near to him in loving 
kindness! and does it much matter where?— 
No! all must be well with you, poor old Isaac! 
A little longer to toil: once more to weep at the 
grave of a friend; a few more difficult and dark 
steps to make: and then,—as you said this even­
ing, when we wished you good night—to be in 
that land, where we shall never say “ Good 
night” again. E. H.
“W^e are made for the enjoyment of eternal 
blessedness; itis our high calling and destination 
and not to pursue it with diligence is to be guil­
ty of the blackest ingratitude to the Author of
NO. 12.
________  _ ___ ffiaxK7grMaavah«iiii  iii mw^
being, as well as the greatest cruelty to 
ourselves. To fail of such an object, to defeat 
t ie end of our existence, and in consequence 
of neglecting the great salvation, to sink at last 
under the frown of the Almighty, is a calamity 
which words were not invented to express, nor 
finite minds formed to grasp. Eternity, it is 
surely not necessaf-y to remind you, invests eve­
ry state, whether of bliss or of suffering with a 
mysterious and awful importance entirely its 
own, and is the only property in the creation 
which gives that weight and moment to what­
ever it attaches,compared to which, all sublun­
ary joys and sorrows; all interests which know a 
period, fade into the most contemptible insigni­
ficance. In appreciating every other object, it 
is easy to exceed the proper estimate; but what' 
if it be lawful to indulge such a thought, what 
would be the funeral obsequies of a lost soul?— 
Where shall we find the tears fit to be wept at 
such a spectacle? or, could we realize the ca­
lamity in all its extent what tokens of commis­
eration and concern would be deemed equal to 
the occasion? Would it suffice for the sun to 
veil his light, and the moon her brightness? to 
cover the ocean with mourning and the heavens 
with sackcloth? or were the whole fabric of na­
ture to become animated and vocal would it be 
possible for her to utter a groan too deep, or a 
cry too piercing, to express the magnitude and 
extent of such a catastrophe?”—Rev. Robert 
Hall.
“The principal method which the Spirit 
adopts in subduing the heart of a sinner is a spi­
ritual discovery of Christ. There is an attrac­
tive force in the Saviour, when beheld by faith 
which commands. Christ crucified possesses a 
drawing power; ‘When the Son of man is lifted 
up, he will draw all men unto him.’ (John xxi. 
32.) No radical and saving change is effected 
without the exhibition of this object; nor are the 
terrors of the law alone ever sufficient for that 
purpose, they are sufficient to show the heinous­
ness of sin, and the extreme danger to which the 
sinner is exposed, but have no tendency to pro­
duce a complete renovation. ‘By the law is the 
knowledge of sin.’ (Romans iii. 20.) The law 
will discover our disease, but the knowledge of 
Christ is the discovery of the remedy. The law 
denounces its awful sentence; the discovery of 
Christ points out the method of deliverance and 
escape. A saving influence and solid conso­
lation spring from him, and from him alone.— 
As there is an external call and an internal, 
(the former universal, but often ineffectual, the 
latter personal, but always efficient,) so there is 
an outward revelation of Christ and an internal 
of which the understanding and the heart are 
the seat. Hence it is, with the utmost proprie­
ty, said to be a revelation ‘in us,’ ”—Ibid.
“HONOUR THE LORD WITH THY SUBSTANCE.”
How few instances like that which is noticed 
as follows, in Bishop Onderdonk’s Convention­
al Address, have we the pleasure to record.— 
And yet, how many might “honour the Lord.” 
by erecting a sanctuary to place his name in ; 
and so consecrate their substance and them­
selves, if the offering he only from a true and 
fruitful heart? Why are believers on Jesus so 
slow to believe the words which he spake, “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.”
“Few days have been to me so fraught with 
pure and holy satisfaction as was Tuesday Aug. 
16, in the opportunity which it afforded me of 
consummatingoneoft.be best of those liberal 
things which the liberal can devise. A devout 
member of our Church at Pierrepont Manor,* 
feeling as a Christian, a citizen and a friend to 
social welfare, the indispensable necessity of the 
public services, ordinances, and instructions of 
religion, in order to man’s well-being, and well­
doing, in every social and individual department 
and seeing that the very need ot their influen­
ces presents often the most effectual hindrance 
to the supply of them, duly estimating the com­
parative value of the various appropriations to 
which wealth may be devoted, and desirous of 
making some outward expression of his grati­
tude to the Bestower of all good, determined to 
build a house for the Lord, to prepace an habi­
tation for him when he comes to dwell among 
his people in thatsanctifyingand saving presence 
with them with which he h>s promised to bless 
the services, ordinances and instructions of his 
Church. Theinspirer of the good design help­
ed it on to a completion which exhibits one of 
the neatest and most commodious Churches in 
the diocese. That building, Zion Church. Pier* 
repont Manor, the result of private devo­
tion and liberality, was then consecrated to the 
holy purposes designed by its erection. Having 
been finished and used some time before, it had 
been the means of assembling a congregation of 
worshippers, who had been duly organized ac­
cording to law; and to the corporation thus form­
ed, the Church, and the ground on which it 
stands, were given by the generous owner pre­
viously toits consecration. The administration 
of the holy communion accompanied the conse­
cration; and in the afternoon I confirmed two 
in the same Church, and preached there again 
in the evening, and a fourth time on the morn­
ing of the following day; on which last occa­
sion, a principal portion of the Church was allot­
ted to a large and interesting group of Sunday 
scholars, whom 1 addressed.— Missionary.
* Mr. C. Pierrepont Esq.
THE IMPORTANCE OE RELIGION.
In nothing does the importance of Religion
appear more clearly than in its suitableness to 
man in relation to an unending futurity. Man 
cannot wholly die—he must live for ever; and 
Religion is the necessary discipline for a happy 
eternity. To man, as a being capable of thought 
and feeling, and action related to God in the 
present state, and to his fellow men, there are 
many things of importance besides, though none 
so important as Religion. But to man as im­
mortal Religion is solely important. In this case 
it not only casts other things into the shade, it 
absolutely annihilates them. To the man who
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died yesterday, it is now a matter oi no consid-“Zrio'n'whether he was richer poor; whether 
he was honoured or despised; whether lie was 
a prince or a beggar; whether hespent his days 
in mirth or had anxiety and sorrow for his pot- 
all these things, except for the influence 
tliey may have exerted on the or,nation ot h,s 
religions and moral character, all these are now 
to hiio matters of no importance; but , is a 
matter of importance to him still, and will con- 
tinue to be so for ever, whether he was or was 
not really religious: for on that single point hing­
es the happiness or the misery of eternity.
You may easily get other subjects on which 
to employ your thoughts; but none that so much 
deserves them as Religion. You may easily get 
other objects on which to fix your affections : 
but none that will reward them like Religion. 
You may make other acquirements, which will 
be useful to you in your social capacity: but 
none so universally and really useful as Reli­
gion. To be withoyt Religion, is virtually to 
deny the honourable fact which ean be stated 
in reference to human nature; that it is closely 
connected with the Divinity. To be without 
Religion, is to he “quite unfurnished” for the 
awful eternity on which we must soon enter.— 
Broxvn.
From the (Charleston) Gospel Messenger. 
DIVINE INFLUENCE.
The Bard of Chios represented the world as 
suspended upon a golden chain, and held in the 
hand of Jupiter. When he drew it, the moun­
tains quaked, the main heaved, and all nature 
trembled to its centre. Translated into sober 
prose, this representation is philosophically cor­
rect and fully Accordant with the views held 
forth in the records of inspiration. The sacred 
writers, who were guided by the Spirit of tryth 
constantly represent all things as springing from 
God, and as being entirely dependent upon 
him. He rides in the tempest; he Hies upon 
the wings of the wind: barbed lightnings are his 
arrows, and thunderings are hut the voice of 
his wrath. Nor are thesedelineations the mere 
offspring of poetic fervor. God is, in truth, the 
source and life of all things; from the invisible 
atom which floats in the sunbeam, up to thelof- 
tiest seraph that burns before his throne. Still, 
however, a distinction in the character of this 
dependence must be carefully observed. The 
world of nature is dependent upon God for its 
continuance in being, and for the regular oper­
ation of its laws. Herein all things agree, both 
spiritual and material. But to the former there 
accedes a higher life—even the life of God, 
which is hid with Christ. For this also the crea­
ture is dependent upon the sovereign favour of 
the Creator. Whether possessed by angelic or 
human beings, all holiness comes from God.— 
Especially is this true of fallen man. At the 
same time, however, the finite will must act in 
conjunction and co-ordination with the preva­
lent grace of God: yet without that transcen­
dent aid, all its own strivings would end in death 
and despair. Man may destroy life, but God 
alone can create it. Man may ruin his soul and 
bury it in the grave of spiritual death, but none 
other than the voice of God can again call it 
into life, and re-invest it with the attributes of 
holiness and immortality. Sin palsies the ener­
gy of the will, in repect of holy acts; it destroys 
the life of the soul, it introduces anarchy into 
the mind, and leaves man but the shattered 
wreck of his pristine glory. But God manifest­
ed in the Filial and Incarnate Word, has pro­
vided that his temple which sin has converted 
into a dwelling-place for unclean birds and four- 
footed heats and creeping things of the earth, 
shall be purified from its unhallowed contacts, 
and he again inhabited by his own Holy Spirit,
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helplessness? Does it not look up with devout 
and humble aspirations to God, that he may 
breathe upon it the refreshing influences of his 
Spirit, and purify it from all the stains over 
which it mourns? How ardent, how devout, 
how fervent are its breathings! All springing, 
too, from a feeling sense of its own wants and 
frailties; and from a knowledge of the exhaust­
less sources of grace treasured up in God. This 
feeling it is which dictates the hnmble petition, 
and which inspires the weak, the impotent, the 
helpless, with confidence in Him, who enricheth 
with all utterance and wisdom, and eternal life.
4. And, finally, this doctrine shows us the 
source of ministerial success, and the cause of 
pastoral inefficiency- How many toil, from
week to week, and from year to year in vain__
They pour forth their streams of polished dis­
course, which flow soft and gurgling like the 
murmur of a brook. The ear is charmed; fan­
cy is cultivated, and the taste refined: but is 
the heart purified? Is the storm of passion al­
layed? Are the deep foundations on which the 
superstructure of iniquity is reared, torn away 
from their secure resting-place? Are the feel­
ings formed harmonious with God, and the voice 
attuned to his praise? How few, alas’ how few. 
The stream of death stops for a moment to lis­
ten to the preacher's harmony of numbers and 
his polished diction; but finished, it again rolls 
on, deeper, and wider, and with greater impetus 
than before. In the work of preaching, noth­
ing can avail but the blessing of the Spirit.— 
The tongue may be eloquent in vain; transcen­
dent reason, and the loftiest endowments of in 
tellect, may converge their powers in vain; 
Truth, heaven-born, and radiant with light may 
dart her beams in vain. All these, without the 
living energies of the living and eternal Spirit, 
will be like the shining ^f the sun upon the 
lake of Sodom;—-death and stagnation still rest 
beneath it. Without the quickening and life- 
giving energies of the Spirit of God, all preach­
ing—even though it were with the eloquent ton­
gue of men and of angels—will be of no account 
But with these, the humblest may succeed in 
his ministrations. With these, the Missionary 
may go to the Hottentot or wild Caffre, and, as 
with the talisman of an Eastern sage,awaken him 
from his dream of unconscious torpor, to a con­
sciousness of his deathless nature, and to a 
knowledge of the life of God. With these, the 
desert may be made to rejoice, and the wilder­
ness to hud and blossom as the rose. K.
From the Episcopal Recorder. 
THE CHURCH OF NORWAY.
It is a peculiar characteristic of the Norwegian 
Church, that there is no dissent from if; no sec­
tarians. A few years ago, a person of the name 
of Houghati had a few followers; but his doc­
trine on religious points did not difler from that 
of the established Church. It was his object to 
inspire a more religious spirit, and more strict 
observance of the Church doctrine; so that his 
followers were similar to what is called the evan­
gelical part of the community of the Church of 
England. But even this slight attempt at a di­
vision, within the pale of the Church itself, ap­
pears to have had no success. There are sever­
al reasons for this peculiarity of the Norwegian 
Church. The principal, perhaps, is, that it has 
no temporal power; no political existence as a 
part of the state; no courts, or laws, or interests 
of its own, jarring with those of the other class­
es of the community. The Lutheran religion 
is part of the state; but not the ministers who 
are employed to teach it. They are represent­
ed in the Storthing like other citizens; and hav­
ing no separate interests as a body of clergy, 
enjoy individually the confidence of the people 
and an unity of interests with them.
ted her so closely with society, its education 
and its business. This simple discharge of an 
unexceptionable duty shuts out dissent from the 
Norway Church.
TENETS OF THE GREEK CHURCH.
Like the Roman Catholic, the Greek Church 
recognizes two sources of doctrine—the Bible 
and tradition. Under the last it comprehends 
the doctrines orally delivered by the apostles, 
by the fathers of the Greek Church, and by 
seven general councils. It treats its tenets as 
entirely obligatory and essential to salvation. — 
It holds that the Holy Ghost proceeds from 
the Father, but not from the Son. It has sev­
en sacraments—baptism, chrism, the eucha- 
rist, penance, ordination, marriage and supreme 
unction. It baptizes by trine immersions, ad­
ministers the eucharist to children, holds to 
transubstantiation. It allows the clergy, ex­
cept the higher clergy chosen from them, to 
marry a virgin, but not a widow: and they must 
not marry a second time. It frequently grants 
divorces to the laity; but does not allow them a 
fourth marriage. It rejects the doctrines of 
purgatory, supererogation, and indulgences; 
but a printed form of forgiveness of sin is 
sometimes given to the deceased, for the com­
fort of survivors. It acknowledges no visible 
vicar of Christ on earth. It allows no carved, 
sculptured, or molten image of holy persons or 
things; but admits painted representations of 
Christ, the virgin Mary, and the saints; which 
are objects of religious veneration in the church­
es, and in private houses. But in the Russian 
churches works of sculpture are found on the 
altars. The Greeks invoke the Saints, espe­
cially the Virgin as zealously as the Romanists. 
They hold relics, graves and crosses sacred ; 
and crossing in the name of Jesus, to haye a 
blessed influence. Among the means of pen­
ance, fasts are numerous, at which it is unlaw­
ful to eat any thing but fruits, vegetables, bread 
and fish. Their Church services consist almost 
entirely in outward forms. Preaching and cat­
echising are little practised. The congregations 
have choirs, who sing psalms and hymns, but 
not from books: and instrumental music is ex­
cluded. Besides the mass, which is regarded 
as the chief tiling, the liturgy consists of pas­
sages of Scripture, prayers, and legends of the 
Saints. From the Monks, Bishops are chosen; 
and from the Bishops, archbishops, metropoli­
tans, and patriarchs. The government of the 
church in Russia, is now intrusted to the holy 
Synod, at Petersburgh; under which, besides 
four metiopolitans seated at Petersburgh, Kiev, 
Kasan and Tobolsk stand 11 archbishops, 29 
bishops, 12,400 parishes, 425 convents, 58 of 
which are connected, with monastic schools for 
educating the clergy. The dignities of patri­
arch of Constantinople, Alexandra, Antioch, 
and Jerusalem, still subsist. The former, how­
ever, exercise the highest ecclesiastical juris­
diction over the Greeks in the whole Turkish 
empire. He has considerable income; but is
propriation of 2,000 dollars for the erection of a 
church. They have, also, appropriated 500 
d ollarsUor the building of a parsonage house, 
and Mr. Daniel Bread, an Indian Chief, made 
a donation of 200 dollars for the purchase of a 
bell. These appropriations will be sufficient to 
accomplish the objects intended, as we have the 
timber at hand, and the saw-mill is within half 
a mile of the place where we shall build.
The Indians will be employed, the coming 
winter, in collecting the materials; and I have 
no doubt that our establishment will he complet­
ed next fall. God’s blessing is with us;—all is 
life and animation. How truly gratifying and 
encouraging are our prospects! Unite your 
prayers with ours, my reverend and dear bro­
ther, that this state of things may continue, and 
that the means which have been so unexpect­
edly placed at our disposal, may be used for the 
glory of God, and the good of His Church.— 
Spirit of Mission.s
compelled to pay nearly half of it, as a tribute, 
to the Sultan.
They are
so that we are altogether dependent upon him ! often sene to the Storthing as their representa- 
for our spiritual life. Thus it is plainly written? ' tives. This unity of worldly interests prevents
‘God maketh us willing, in the day of his pow 
. er.” And, as if unwilling that any should he in j 
ignorance on this point, he has caused it to be 
inscribed in burning characters upon the page 
of revelation, “Without me, ye can do nothing.”
Such is the Scriptural doctrine of man’s de­
pendence on Divine influence, and we will now 
contemplate its practical bearings. I. In the 
first place it is the only mean held forth, where­
by the wicked may obtain re-union with God.— 
Once sunken in self-will, and the dark abyss of 
sin, there is no arm which can deliver, save the 
arm of Omnipotence. Outward practises may 
indeed be changed; the gaming room may be 
deserted; the tongue may be kept from uttering 
blasphemies and lies; the whirl of revelry and 
pollution, and deeds of death may cease; but 
these are simply the outward developements of 
an inward death. The root is still there; the 
fountain, whence ail these actions flow, is still 
poisoned with the waters of bitterness, and sends
dissent in spiritual matters.
Another cause of the great influence of the
clergy, and of the total absence of religious dis­
sent, is the great consideration in which the rite 
of confirmation is held. It is not here, as it 
practically is in the Church of England, a mere 
ceremony in which the bishop knows nothing 
personally of the parties he is admitting into the 
Church and the parish priest knows little more 
than that they were baptized and are of due age. 
There is here a strict examination by the bish­
op or the probst, or rural dean, into the young 
person’s knowledge of his moral and religious 
duties, his capacity, acquirements, and charac­
ter; and it is only after a long previous prepar­
ation by his parish minister, equal almost to a 
course ot education, the confirniants being in­
structed singly as well as in classes, that the in­
dividual is presented for this examination. I 
was present lately at a confirmation of about
twenty young persons in our parish church by 
forth its deadning streams But who can cleanse j the probst. The examination, in presence of the 
the inner fountain itself? Who can cause rivers ; congregation, occupied nearly two hours. It 
of living water, even streams of the waters of j was not merely asking and replying, by a string 
life, to spring up in the polluted heart? Who of set questions and answers from the Church 
can rend away the thick mantle of guilt in which
the fallen sprit is wrapt, and clothe it in robes 
of purity and light? Who can carry up the will 
from obedience to the law of sin, and re-conform 
it to the perfect law of liberty and love? Who 
can put out the fire of ambition, or allay the 
storm of inward strife? Human efforts avail 
not. Other influences than Divine fall power­
less upon the soul, like a faint voice upon the 
rushing tempest. He who made us, He alone 
can re-create us. In Christ Jesus we may be­
come new creatures, hut not in ourselves.
2. If, then, Divine influences be necessary to 
the production ofspiritual life, they are not less 
essential to the subsequent developement and 
growth of that life. No finite thing has an in­
dependent existence in itself. Most especially 
is the life of God, which is only had and retain­
ed through the indwelling of Christ, immedi­
ately dependent upon him, according to the de­
claration of the Apostle; “Nevertheless I live, 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” If J)e fOp 
one moment withdraw the energies of the Holy
Ghost, that moment the Christian dies—dies in spirit.
xnde"T„kV„TMpi“a‘hreneinPiaCe’ ti,edU,y
poses this dependence^and Pr®SUp‘
ces as its ground-wk L?vlne lnfluen’
consist the reasonableness of* a X lerern 
thingswhieh we either had in onrtu"2 f°r lh?se 
we might easily derive from the'uJasVJ Wf 
own minds,independent of God? Anri y i° °.ur 
in fact, the feeling of the devout soul, in'thV !?’ 
titude of prayer? Is it not deeply penetrated 
with a sense of its own unworthiness and its own
TESTIMONY OF A HEATHEN.
Lucian, a heathen historian, and an enemy of 
Christianity, wrote in the second century.— 
Such testimony as the following from such a 
source reflects great honor on the early Chris­
tians. ‘It is incredible,’says Lucian, ‘what ex­
pedition they [^Christians] use, when any of 
their friends are known to be in trouble. In a 
word they spare nothing upon such an occasion. 
For these miserable men have no doubt but 
they shall be immortal, and live forever, there­
fore they contemn death, and many surrender 
themselves to sufferings.—Moreover, their first 
lawgiver has taught them that they are all bre­
thren when once they have turned, and re­
nounced the gods of the Greeks, and worship 
that Master ot theirs who was crucified, and 
have engaged to live according to his laws.— 
They have also a sovereign contempt for all the 
things of this world and look upon them as com­
mon and trust one another without any particu­
lar security, for which reason any subtle fellow 
by good management, may impose upon this 
simple people, and grow rich among them.’
What a beautiful specimen does this present 
of the obedience of early Christianism to the 
precepts of benevolence and caring for each 
other, that arc so clearly taught in the Bible, 
Go, search the history of man, and see if any 
other system than the Gospel ever produced the 
like effects.—Examine the fruits of heathenism, 
Mohammedanism, aad infidelity .and how dia­
metrically opposite:—as dissimilar as light and 
darkness.
But how will modern Christians compare with 
the primitive disciples? Have we not reason to 
hang our heads with shame and confusion of 
face? And vet we must believe that if we were 
surrounded by like circumstances and persecu­
tion was seeking to destroy us, infidels and the 
opposers of ■’eligion might give similar testimo­
ny to that of Lucian. For let us examine our­
selves and see if we can not show to a gazing 
world more of the fruits of our heavenly doc­
trine, than have hitherto marked our Christian
catechism. It resembled more the kind of ex­
amination used in teaching the reading classes 
in the sessional school in Edinburg. It. was a 
sifting trial to know if each individual attached 
the real meaning to the words he was using and 
actually did understand what he had been taught course. Let us see that our light so shines be-
on the subject of religion.—It was evident that 
considerable pains had been taken with the in­
struction of each individual. To pass such a 
confirmation implied that the young person is 
wellgrounded in the principles of his moral and 
religious duties, and is of good character and 
understanding.—It is,in commonlife, equivalent 
to taking of a degree,in the learned professions, 
being in fact a certificate of capacity for dis­
charging ordinary duties and trusts. It is ac­
cordingly so considered in Norway. “A con­
firmed shop-boy wants a place;” “wanted, a con­
firmed girl who can cook,” are the ordinary ad­
vertisements to or f-om that class of the coinmu- 
nity;and the not being confirmed would be held 
equivalent to not havinga character, either from 
want of conduct, orof ordinary capacity. Some­
thing similar prevailed formerly in Scotland, 
but not to the same extent. A young man, of 
the laboring class, usually took a certificate of 
his good character from the minister when he 
removed to a distant parish. The confirmation 
in Norway certifies much more, as, in the face 
of the congregation, the confirmant has shown 
that he can read, and has, the u«e of his facul­
ties to an ordinary degree, according to his sta­
tion, and has moral and religious principles to 
direct him. It is extraordinary that the Church 
of England has not like this Lutheran sister in 
the north, kept fast hold of a rite which connec-
foremen that others seeing our good works shall 
be constrained to acknowledge the truth and ex­
cellence of Christianity and submit to be gov­
erned by its righteous laws.—Morning Star. 
MISSIONARY.
WISCONSIN.
From the Rev. Solomon Davis, Missionary to the Oneidas 
at Duek Creek.
Duck Creek, September 30, 1836. 
Presuming that you have reached home in 
health and safety, and that a little news from.. 
Duck Creek, of the right kind, will be very ac­
ceptable, I trust you will pardon me for troub­
ling you so soon with aline. The 500,000 acre 
tract, on which the Oneidas are at present lo­
cated, was owned by them in common with the 
Six Nat ions in New-York, and by an arrange­
ment entered into on the I6th instant, an ex­
change has been effected with the United States 
Commissioners, for lands west of the Mississip­
pi, of the whole tract, excepting a reserve to 
the Oneidas of about 90,000 acres, on which 
they reside; which is secured to them alone, and 
will be to them, no doubt, a permanent home.— 
In negociating this exchange, the sum of 30,000 
dollars has been allowed them for their trouble 
and expenses in obtaining the country here.— 
Out of this amount the chiefs have made an ap-
KARENS OF MATAH, (BIRMAH.)
(Extract from the Journal of Rev. Mr. Malcom, pub­
lished in the Baptist Missionary Magazine for January.
Two day’s Journey from Tavoy, a considera­
ble number of Karens have been formed into a 
Christian village: the heads of every family be­
ing members of the Church. These Christians 
now amount to about two hundred, and conduct 
themselves with exemplary rectitude By the 
aid of the Missionaries, they have obtained 
goafs, bullocks, oil-mills, seeds, &c., and with 
these, and still more by the increased industry, 
they have been taught to practise, they have 
been enabled to cease their wanderings, and 
acquire very many comforts to which their 
countrymen are strangers. Cleanliness, in 
which Karens are universally very deficient, 
has been attained in no small degree. The mer. 
have been exhorted to raise plenty of cotton, 
and the women induced so to apply themselves 
to spinning and weaving, as ti furnish every 
one of their families with a change of raiment, 
They now wash their garments often, which be­
fore they scarcely ever did. The ground, 
under their houses, which always used to be 
receptables for filth, and vermin, are all swept 
out clean every Saturday afternoon, and the 
rubbish burnt. On Sunday they come to pub­
lic worship perfectly clean, and, as their cos­
tume covers the person entirely, the sight 
would please the most fastidious American 
e)'e- . .
But it is the spiritual change visible at Ma­
tah,* which is most delightful. In this respect 
they present a most attractive spectacle.— 
Punctual in all public services they fill a large 
zayat on the Sabbath, and manifest a decorum 
-and devotion far superior to any thing ordinari­
ly seen in America. Being a musical people, 
and having a book of over a hundred hymns, 
composed by Mr. Mason, they almost without 
exception united in the singing, and to my ear 
their psalmody was correct and sweet. After 
a prayer or a benediction, they all uttered an 
audible “Amen," remaining silent on their knees 
for the space of half a minute, and retired in 
perfect silence. Mrs. Wade has been in the 
habit of holding daily a prayer-meeting with 
them, at sunrise. Almost every morning,before 
day-light, many have gathered at the zayat, 
and commenced singing hymns. As soon as 
Mrs. Wade is seen issuing from her door, they 
strike the gong, and presently the multitude 
come together. It is remarkable, that not one 
man or woman refuses to pray when called up­
on. On Sunday a Sunday school is held in the 
morning, at which all the children of proper 
age attend; those that are not professors being 
formed into one company and the ethers into 
another, superintended bv the missionary and 
his wife alternately. Public worship and 
preaching are held morning and evening. The 
afternoon is often employed in baptizing or ad­
ministering the communion, and when this'is 
not the case, prayer-meetings are held at the 
houses of the sick. Some fifty or more mem­
bers of the Church live at different distances 
in the country, as far around as five or six 
miles. These attend punctually, generally 
walking in on Saturday afternoon, that they 
may lose no part of the blessed day.
It will of course he supposed that this people 
so lately wild and wandering, without books, 
without even the forms of religion, and furnish­
ed as yet with no part of the word of God in 
in their own tongue, but a single manuscript 
copy of the Gospel of Matthew, would be ex­
ceedingly ignorant of the claims of Christianity. 
They are indeed so. But it is most exhilarating 
to see the readiness and cordiality with which 
they enter into the performance of every duty, 
as soon as it is made known„to them. Time 
would fail to describe all the instances which il­
lustrate this remark ; but one or two may be 
named. Mrs. W. had on one occasion read to 
them that chapter in Matthew, which, describ­
ing the judgment, speak;, of visiting Christ, 
(as represented in his disciple,) when sick or in 
prison, &c. They at once saw how regardless 
they had been of persons under sickness and 
sorrow, and the very next day began to per­
form services to the sick, such as they had nev­
er thought of doing before. A poor widow, 
who hail a leprous sort of disease, and a child 
about two years old, similarly affected, were 
visited by many of them the very next day.— 
They performed many repulsive offices for her 
and her child, brought water,'cleaned the house 
gave them rice and other articles, and so en­
riched and comforted the poor creature that she 
was bewildered with delight. These attentions 
to her have continued constantly. Another 
who was bedridden with loathsome sores, was 
attended to in the same way. Since that time,, 
no one is suffered to want any thing which the 
rest enjoy. These kindnesses are done with 
studied concealment, and can be learned only 
from the beneficiaries themselves.
These generous traits are exhibited in other 
points. On being told of the persecution of 
Moung San-lone, and others at Rangoon, and 
how they had been chained, imprisoned, and 
excessively fined, they unexpectedly proposed 
subscribing toward paying his fine and releasing 
them from prison, and out of their deep Dever- 
ty, actually sent to Rangoon 50 rupees for 
this purpose. They have built of their own 
accord, a sufficient house for the residence of 
their missionary and his family, and a zayat — 
A greater evidence of Christian generosity’ is 
seen in their missionary zeal. Those whose
abilities as assistants or school-masters, warrant 
the missionaries in sanctioning it, are elen rea­
dy to part with their families, and go wearisome 
journeys of six months at a time, among d’,8. 
tant villages, where they are utterly unknown, 
carrying on their backs tracts and food, sleep­
ing on the way in trees, or on the ground, and 
enduring many privations. Young men, whose 
services are very important to their aged par­
ents in clearing jungle, and planting paddy, are 
readily spared, and go to various points during 
the rainy season, teaching school, for which 
theiysalary is from three to six rupees a month 
—half what they could get in other employ.— 
About twenty school-masters and assistants are 
now thus employed. Mr. Mason has in his ex­
cursions baptized many converts, who were 
brought to the knowledge of the truth by these 
assistants. His last journey among the retired 
villages between Tavoy and Mergui, has been 
cheered by the reception of a number of such.
The change in regard to temperance is not 
less remarkable. Unlike the Burmans, whose 
religion utterly forbids strong drink, and who 
scarcely ever use it, the Karens used it univer­
sally, and generally to excess; every family 
made arrack for themselves, and from oldest to 
youngest all partook. Drunkenness, and all its 
train of horrors, was rife among them of course. 
But no sooner do any become serious inquirers, 
and consort with the disciples for further instruc­
tion, than they totally abandon the accursed 
thing. In Matah, therefore, not a drop is made 
or drank. The children of the very men who 
were sots, are growing up without having 
tasted or seen it. The consequences to do­
mestic peace and general welfare, may be sup­
posed.
I might add very many interesting facts and 
incidents, which, when related tome, filled me 
with pleasure and thankfulness on their behalf. 
But I am not drawing a picture for the sake of 
exhibiting glowing colors. Christian benevo­
lence does not depend for continuance on suc­
cess in its endeavors. If it did, however, the 
town of Matah, amid the solitude of the great 
mountains of Tavoy, exhibits facts, which, 
if they were all the effects of our mission 
could boast, are sufficient to assure the most 
incredulous of the blessedness of our enter- 
prize.
When our endeavours to do good fail, it is a 
sweet reward to see those we meant to benefit 
grateful for our interference. And when good 
is really done, our pleasure is often neutralized 
by the pain of being ungratefully requited.— 
Those who support our enterprise ought to 
know that this people testify aloud their contin­
ual gratitude and joy for the knowledge of 
Christianity. They often compare their form­
er degradation and misery, with their present, 
comforts and hopes. The pastor of the Matah 
Church frequently .speaks of these things, in 
moving terms, himself once a sot, and cruel.— 
The missionaries cannot remain in the forest 
during the rains, so that this church is left six 
months in the year to itself. Their
the occasion of a general rejoicing,
is ready, many come to Tavoy to accompany 
him out; and the way being long, over rugged 
mountains and often along the bed of a torrent,, 
and as his hearers can each carry but a small 
load, they gladly carry portions of the articles 
to he transported; and where the way is suffi­
ciently level, carry Mrs. Wade or Mr. Mason in 
a litter. As the long file winds under the trees, 
and along the narrow crag, songs of Zion echo 
from its whole length among the dark recesses, 
and religion wears at once her aspects of indus­
try, cheerfulness, benevolence, and thanksgiv­
ing. Warned of their approach, the villagers 
come forth in troops, some hours’ walk, and after 
most glad and affectionate greetings, fall in be­
hind, (for the path admits no double file,) and 
the lengthened train comes into the village with 
^reat joy.
Nor is Matah alone, in its brightness,amid Bur- 
man shades. All along through the jungle, as 
far as Mergui to the south, and above Maulmein 
on the north, Karens are ’aiming to God. The 
missionaries properly discourage -their always 
collecting into exclusively Christian villages; 
but in some cases it seems expedient and ne­
cessary. Among the Karens in the Tavoy prov­
inces, are the following churches, beside Matah 
which are also regular out-stations:—Toung By- 
ouk Galre, two and a half days south of Tavoy, 
16 members, 25 inquirers. Pyep Khya, (pro­
nounced Peekahf) lour days south of the last 
named church;—15 members," 4<3 inquirers.— 
Kah-pah, three days south of Pyee Khya, on a 
stream of the same name navigable for boats, 
20 members, and within a day’s walk, 34 inquir­
ers, most of whom have asked for baptism._
Tah-mlah, on the Tenasserim, three days from 
Mergui, 9 members. All these have good pla­
ces of worship built by themselves; and each 
has a native pastor and a Christian school-mas­
ter. There are also in the region six other 
schools, under Christian masters, and measures 
are in train to form others. On an average last 
year ten learned to read in each school, some of 
whom are middle aged, and some quite old per­
sons. The names of the pastors are not given 
here, because, being young, they are changed 
every year, to give each an opportunity ofbeing 
with the missionary half his time in the acquisi­
tion of Christian knowledge.
return is 
When he
From the (London) Missionary Register. 
INSTANCES OF EAGER DESIRE FOR THE SCRIP­
TURES AMONG THE BECHUANaS.
I here was one class of applicants whose case 
was not easily adjusted. They could, indeed, 
pay something, though not the whole price.— 
When they were informed, that from their cir­
cumstances, I should expect “them to pay 
something for the Wrord of God, I must con­
fess that every nerve was strained to pro­
cure something by which to purchase a P'
ble. said
of lo\
The name given their village, importing literally “city
One poor man brought his only cowLfjt COst 
he must have a Bible at all events tlJ»£j>a Bj5je 
him the whole cow: of course, ^turnej. An- 
given to him and the cow wp'jn this country, 
other came with a goat, „ol enough, and 
3s.: he was told that^g anOther; he did not, 
that he must at 1mA j,e should get it, but he 
he said, know‘*y^rt t;mc he returned and said 
would try, »n Successful in procuring a goathe had not b^uaded hjs wife t(j ^art w-,j1"two
but he had,orn> the jast which they had, and 
bushelsj7e(jiiai ;n vaiue; he aiso wa$ g;ven a 
whichjnd the corn returned.
Bibk
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stamp, because they will be immediately and al 
ways at work. There will be no idlers amongst 
them; none lingering long in rusty inaction, to 
learn, as is pretended, the leadings of Providence. 
There have been such, complete hangers-on. We 
have seen them hovering around some comfortable 
centre, waiting it would seem, long and patiently, 
for a place in which to do good. How strange ! 
A minister of Jesus Christ waiting for a place to 
do good, in such a world as this. In all such cases 
we can hardly help thinking, that it is not for a 
place to do good, that he is waiting, butter a good 
place. And while he lingers he is injuring him­
self. The mere fact, that he is so long to be had, 
is proof that he ispodrly worth having. Assured­
ly such men are not wanted in these times of toil 
and enterprise; but men of heart, and faith, and 
_ irrepressible energy; who feel at e^se, only when
sum which she had bi ought; she must beg of ’ they are at work; and who will be out somewhere,
Many cases of the above description occur­
red; but none was so affecting as that of a poor 
little Girl of one of our Schools: who was anx­
ious, and at any expense, determined to possess 
a Testament. She came in the most confused 
manner, and seemed greatly agitated: and for 
some time, could not utter a word. I inquired 
the cause of her distress; and, after drying her 
eyes, which were already swollen with tears, 
she said she had got no lestament. She was 
informed that they were to he sold to those 
who had the means of purchasing them. She 
had not, she said, any thing, and had asked her 
mother for something: but from the poverty of 
her family, she had only been able to obtain 
this—at the same time handing to me I
told her I was sorry for her case; but that nev­
ertheless she must endeavour to augment the
her neighbors. She feared, she replied, that 
she should not be successful; as every one was 
desirous of having the Word of God, and need­
ed all they could raise. She would, she said, 
work for any amount I might think proper, at 
every opportunity, even if she should work a 
whole year. “But if you please Sir, do let 
me have a Testament.” She had one given to 
her.
1 have sold 10 Bibles at 65. 6d. each, 18 Bi­
bles averaging 4s., and 39 Testaments, at 2s. 
each.
Since the distribution of those last sent, a 
pious trader arrived one day upon our Plaat- 
Berg Station, who had a Dutch Bible. The 
people becoming acquainted with this fact they 
became almost clamorous for it: those who 
could purchase, labouring to outdo those who 
were begging it. After some time, it was given 
to one, who, it was conceived, required it the 
most; and he was followed by the crowd to his 
dwelling, as one who had carried off—what it 
really is—an invaluable treasure.
THE OBSERVER.
GAMBIER, WEDNESDAY, FEB. 1, 1831
Cuericau Change.—The Rev. Albert T. Bled­
soe has resigned the Rectorship of Grace Church, 
Sandusky City, in this Diocese, and accepted the 
appointment of Assistant Minister of Christ Church 
Lexington (Ky.)
General Theological Seminary.—From the 
Catalogue of this Institution just published, we 
learn that t here "are at present connected with it 
86 Students, viz: Senior Claes, 21—Middle Class 
31—Junior Class, 28.—Total 86.
Education and Missionary Committee.—At 
the quarterly meeting of the Education and Mis­
sionary Committee of this Diocese, held on the 9th 
ult., and by adjournment on the 25th ult., appro­
priations were made to six Missionaries, amount­
ing to $650. Appropriation-! were likewise made 
to eleven Beneficiaries amounting to $352 50.
The following Resolution was passed by the 
Committee, and recorded in its minutes :
Resolved, “That all Missionaries assisted by 
this Committee, must annually make application to 
the same in writing, for such aid as they may de­
sire, through the Bishop of the Diocqse ; and, that 
in this application it must he distinctly specified, 
what their necessary expenses will probably be, 
and what amount they expect to receive, during the 
current year, from the parish or parishes where 
thev officiate.”
Humbleness in a Christian Minister.—There* 
is much truth and importance in the following re­
marks from the American Biblical Repository for 
January. We have often felt pain and indignation 
at seeing young ministers lounging about our ci­
ties, absolutely doing nothing for the Church, for­
getful of their ordination vows, and waiting, as it 
would seem, for a call loud enough and heavy 
enough to be entitled to their consideration. While 
the Macedonian cry is heard from all parts of our 
country, “Come and help us,” these men stand 
with folded arms, looking on with apparent indiffer­
ence, until some situation presents itself sufficient­
ly conspicuous to fill their eye, and gratify their 
vanity and self conceit. Unfortunately for the 
Church and Religion they are too often gratified in 
their wishes and obtain a very different reward for 
their want of humbleness, zeal and self-denial, 
from what they deserve. Let the Church encour­
age and advance to important and conspicuous 
stations those only who have “purchased to them­
selves a good degree” by their faithfulness, zeal 
and self-denial, in an humble sphere, and the class 
of inefficient clergy to whom we allude, would 
soon cease to be found among us.
“Humbleness is an attribute, at present, much 
needed in the ministerial character. We do not 
mean, merely that humblen*ss which will make 
sweeping confessions and seem very lowly before 
God. We mean something beyond this, something 
immensely more difficult. It is the spirit which 
makes a man willing to put himself out of sight, if 
he only can do more good by never being seen. It 
is the spirit which makes a man willing not only to 
go any where, but to be any thing, if souls will 
become holy the faster for it. There is a manifest 
deficiency of this sort of spirit. We have swerv­
ed from the pattern of our Lord. Too many things 
are ostentatiously done. Too much is thought of 
oonspicuousness of station; of the fame of the 
field) not what we may make it "by God’s blessing: 
but what it is in the estimation of our fellow men. 
Let there be a correction on this point. The exi- 
Itycies ->f a dying world demand it. Let all as 
Pll -r seni vjgpfg [)anjshet{ as barriers to the 
Pr°° 1 >mption. Let there be cherished 
CLetl0L corJ.f'sinking, self-sacrificing spir- 
who wiUGize this^tvard a race of ministers
ent heroic, -jigotne «>hs standard, humble, fer-
Lard in beaV®‘ a wait for their re'
rted to t'nc ca ? of God. ,jse wjjj be jm_ 
receiving ins eh;re on ear , , jeaus will
Qhis
the moment they are prepared, laboring with their 
might, for God, and for souls.”
The Rev. Charles Simeon, A. M. Fellow of 
King’s College, Cambridge.—A late N. Y. pa­
per alludes to the decease of this eminent servant 
of Christ. From the fact that the allusion is un­
der the head of “English Intelligence,” we suppose 
it must be taken,however painfully, as certain that 
Simeon, so long the faithful preacher of Christ in 
the University of Cambridge, for nearly sixty 
years the unwearied Pastor of the same Church in 
that town, the spiritual father of so many of the 
present devoted clergymen of the Church of Eng­
land, the friend, the Counsellor, the trainer, of 
Buchanan, of Martyn, of Tomlinson and a host of 
others “of whom the world was not worthy,” that 
Simeon,so long “panting to be gone,’’yet patient to 
abide in the flesh, if the Lord thought it “more 
needful for” his people, has at length been translat­
ed to his crown. Such a man could not in any 
painful sense have “seen death." His eye was too 
full of Christ to see any thing but joy in the end­
ing of his pilgrimage. Truty he was ready. He 
seemed always to be “waiting for his Lord,” yea 
“hasting unto” his coming. At length he has 
been gratified. The Church in heaven has received 
one of the most exalted of saints, The Church 
on earth lias lost one of the most devoted of ser­
vants.
Episcopal School for Young Ladies.—We 
perceive fron the ‘Missionary’ of the 7th inst. 
that Bishop Doane of New Jersey proposes to es­
tablish within his Diocese an Institution of a 
high character, for the education of Young Ladies 
under the auspices of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church.
The plan of the school may be learnt from the 
following extract.
“A bouse and grounds, admirably situated for health, beau­
ty and convenience, with every desirable appendage, have 
been secured. The Bishop of New Jersey is anxious to 
secure for the Church so important an opportunity to mould 
the minds and hearts of the rising generation, and to pro­
mote the true dignity and best interests of the country.— 
For this end, he is willing to assume the entire responsibil­
ity of the Institution, as to its intellectual, moral and reli­
gious character; and will take the oversight of the whole 
establishment, as a part of his family and congregation.— 
He supposes that it is not necessaryto give any other pledge 
as to the character of the principal and assistant teachers, 
to whom such a charge will be entrusted. Nothing shall 
be spared that can promote the comfort,health, taste, man­
ners, morals, intelligence, and spiritual improvement of the 
pupils of the institution, that, so “our daughters maybe 
as the polished corners of the temple.”
Consulting with judicious friends, the plan proposed for 
securing the property above named, and for establishing the 
Institution on the most enlarged and liberal scale, is the 
formation of a stock, on the following'prir.ciples and terms: 
one hundred shares to be created, of two hundred and fifty 
dollars each, making twenty-five thousand dollars, which 
will furnish a capital, adequate not only to the purchase of 
the property, but to the supply of furniture, and apparatus, 
and for any future improvements that may be necessary ; 
the sums so subscribed to be payable in instalments, not to 
exceed one fifth at anyone time nor at intervals less than 
one month; the Stock to hear interest at six"per cent, on 
the amount paid in, from May 1, 1837: the Stockholders 
to own the property, fixtures and furniture, to he held for 
them in trust, but not to be liable for the debts and respon­
sibilities of the Institution, nor entitled to its profits.
There will be accommodation for eighty pupils. Pro­
vision will be made, for the gratuitous education of every tenth 
scholar, being the daughter of a Clergyman deceased, or in 
limited circumstances. A limited number of days scholars 
will be received. When the shares are taken up, a pam- 
plet will be issued, detailing the plan and objects of the 
Institution, and setting forth its peculiar advantages; and 
arrangements will be made for the reception of the mipils 
on the first day of May, 1837.”
For the Gambier Observer. 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS.
Messrs. Editors,—As a member of the Episco­
pal Church, I feel very desirous that she may not 
lack a spirit, of zeal in any department of Christian 
enterprise : and although the remarks which I may 
now make are but an echo of the sentiments and 
feelings of many in the Diocese, yet the fact that 
there may be some not properly influenced by them, 
induces me to perform that which I would most 
cheerfully have left undone, did the exciting cause 
no longer exist.
How far a few remarks thrown out in the co­
lumns of a newspaper, influence to action those 
who read them, I know not. But I would wish, in 
a spirit of earnest love for the highest interests of 
the Church, to bespeak the attention of iny fellow 
Christians to the main subject of this communica­
tion ; for it is not that we require to be taught, so 
much as frequently reminded of our duty. And 
every honest and sincere Christian,—conscious of 
the shortness of time, and of the speedy passing 
away of all opportunities granted him to labor for 
his Redeemer—is anxious about nothing so much 
as to ascertain to what he can best apply himself 
in the grand and noble work of urging on the lat­
ter day glory. He dreads the thought of being 
idle when so great and important a work is to be 
accomplished, as that of bringing all men to a know­
ledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. In times of ex­
citement, when particular enterprises of the Church
have great, and by no means undeserved promi­
nence, we are exposed to the danger of neglecting 
some other and previously undertaken work : such 
is the weakness of our nature that novelty is apt 
to excite, when long and clearly ascertained duty 
fails.
We cannot too frequently revert to the important, 
and, viewed in the light of God’s word, solemn faot, 
that this country is likely to take the first place 
among the nations of the earth; and-1 confess it 
not unfrequently brings to my mind, feelings of an 
intense and anxious concern, that as she rises to a 
pinnacle of such awful responsibility, she may be­
come a holy nation, having the Creator to preside 
over and protect her. Experience has long taught 
us that nothing but religion—the pure religion of 
the Bible—<can sustain and aid a nation thus exalt­
ed, to perform all the duties devolving upon it, or 
indeed, rightly to appreciate all its privileges.
The most casual observer must acknowledge that 
nothing tends so much to the general diffusion of 
piety as the extensive adoption of Sunday Schools.
The rising generation possess an importance in re­
gard to the future that is not to be trifled with, 
they are the future in embryo, equally the hope of 
the Church and the nation. And it is a most pain­
ful and melancholy indication of the fall of man, 
that any can be found to evince a positive and de­
liberate neglect of the spiritual interests of the 
young.
But to be more clear and specific as to the ob­
ject of this communication, allow me to say that I 
write with a desire of exciting a more general in­
terest in Sabbath School instruction—if possible 
to give new impulse to this department of the duty 
of the Church. She may not be altogether, or in­
deed grossly deficient in this respect, but can she 
do more? I think, and have good reason to be­
lieve, that she can.— Enough—Upon this I ground 
my appeal. If we wish to he a spiritual, flourish­
ing, missionary Church, there inizsf be a very prayer­
ful, special, and deep concern for the young. It is 
by no means a subject of secondary, but of the very 
first importance. He must soon yield our places 
to others,and, oh! say whether we would not wish 
those who succeed us, should be in every respect 
better, far better, especially in their devotion to the 
cause of God, than we are ? But can we hope for 
this without any exertion on our part ? To do 
this would be to look for the harvest, without hav­
ing sown the seed. I refrain from using any ar- 
uments to enforce the benefits of Sunday Schools, 
lest it should appear an insult to the enlightened 
members of our Church, who have such constant 
occular demonstration of their good results. The 
clergy know, that their most constant, affectionate 
and spiritual members, are those who have been 
reared and transplanted as it were from their own 
nursery—the laity know that the morality and com­
fort of their neighborhood are materially advanced 
by the Sunday School—parents know.that the obe­
dience and love of their children is much increased 
by an attendance upon a Sunday School, and doubt­
less many a redeemed spirit in heaven received 
first impressions in a Sabbath School.
Should the reader be one who has not in any de­
gree assisted in the promotion of a Sunday School, 
either already established, but at present in a lan­
guid and dying state, or to the raising up of one 
much needed, and it may be desired in the neigh­
borhood where he lives, let him resort to immedi­
ate prayer and reflect upon how far the past has 
been wrong, but determine under the blessing of 
God, to commence immediate action, staying for 
neither palliation or excuse. We have but one life 
to spend on earth and that short and uncertain; let 
us make the best of it by devoting as much as pos­
sible to those employments which will afford us 
Measure in a review from a dying bed: and here is tions of Scripture from the hieroglyphic discoveries in 
- • - - - ■ • Egypt, etc., and discusses them with the hand of an ac-one in which almost every one may do somethin 
An inactive Christian in these days is not to be en­
vied, so many and excellent are the opportunities 
of enlisting himself in the common cause of re­
generating the world.
I avail myself of this opportunity to recommend 
a more general and careful attention to the book of 
Proverbs in all our schools. It would be quite un­
necessary to speak of the great benefits that must 
result to a young person, who, as he enters upon 
life has this collection of wise and inspired sayings 
firmly lodged in his memory, I therefore simply 
suggest it, with a hope that the clergy and super­
intendents of our several schools may give the sub­
ject their attention.
I am very affectionately Your’s,
A Friend to the Young.
Gambier, Jan. 21 1837.
A Card.
The Secretary of the Convention would be obliged to 
any Gentleman who may have in his possession a copy <jl 
cither or all the following Journals of the Convention of 
the Church in this Diocese; and will forward them to him 
to be preserved for the use of the Convention.
1st. Annual Convention held in June, 1818.
2d. do do 1819.
5th. do do 1822.
8th. do do 1825.
Il lb. do September, 1829.
JOSEPH MUENSCHER.
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.
Episcopal Acts ry the Bishop of N. Y.—Thursday, 
December 29, consecrated St. Paul’s Church, Flatbush, 
King’s county.
Festival of the Circumcision of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Sunday, January 1, consecrated Calvary Church in this 
city.
Calvary Churcl) is situated on Fourth Avenue, the line 
of the Harltem rail road near Thirtieth street, about two 
miles and a half from the City Hall, and at a great distance 
from any house of worship. The population around it is 
rapidly increasing, and has giving most serious manifesta­
tions of the want of the wholesome moral influence of the 
services; ordinances, and instructions of the Gospel. In 
view of this a few pious and enterprising individuals, prin­
cipally young men, determined on an effort to rear a tem­
ple and an altar where the blessings of those services, ordi­
nances, and instructions might be diffused around. The 
corporation of Calvary Church was formed, and this edi­
fice erected.— Churchman.
Clerical Change. 
been elected to the rectorship of St. Mark’s Church, in 
this city, has accepted the office, and resigned his station 
as an assistant minister of Trinity Church—-Churchman,
oua missionary in china.
We regret to learn that our missionary in China the Rev. 
Henry Lockwood, has met with a severe affliction in the 
loss of his wife. The following is an extract of a letter 
^rom Mr. Lockwood, to bis friend, the Rev. Mr. Cum-
The Rev. Henry Anthon having ICa’
tning of this city, which had been handed us for publica­
tion. — Churchman.
Batavia, Sept. 3, 1830—I can only find comfort in 
the recollection of her entire willingness to depart, and in 
the hope of soon meeting her again in 3 world of peaed and 
blessedness* She expressed the most complete resignation 
to the will of our heavenly Father, if he saw good to sepa­
rate us now, telling me that I should find consolation in 
Him, and that we should not be separated long. A te­
dious and depressing illness occasioned not a word of impa­
tience, but frequent efforts to cheer and reconcile me when 
under dejection or inquietude of mind. But a few mo­
ments before her death, it was remarked to her by a female 
friend, that a few more struggles, and all her pains would 
be at an end. W ith an air and look of inexpressible 
sweetness and composure, she replied, “Yes, and I shaff 
be happy.” She died on the 9th of the last month, (Au­
gust,) aged sixteen years and nearly nine months. Not 
quite six months after our marriage.
The chastisements of our heavenly Father we know are 
all intended for our good, even under their darkest form— 
He does not willingly afflict or grieve, though he causes 
our souls to writhe in anguish under the different trials to 
which the present life is subjected. They most effectually 
wean us from the objects of earthly attachment and draw 
our thoughts and desires towards our true resting-place 
our heavenly home. Such an affliction as the present is 
most especially calculated to produce such fin effect.— 
When all that bound the soul to earth is removed to that 
heavenly home there is then nothi ng more to desire here, 
but all we have is in heaven, and it becomes our only wish 
and endeavor to run with patience the race that remains to 
us, and to approve ourselves in the sight of God, that we 
too may at last enter into his joy. Such an effect I trust 
this chastening, though at present grievous, will have in 
myself and if so, what can it be in reality but a manifesta­
tion of niy heavenly Father’s love. As such I. desire to 
feel and improve it.
As 1 have written to scarcely any one else at home of 
this event, except my parents, I shall be glad if you will 
make it public in any way you think proper. We have 
just this day received our first communication from Dr. 
Milnor, dated January, and intend to write to him soon.— 
Permit me my dear sir, to express the sincere gratitude 
and esteem I feel towards yourself for the kindness you 
have ever shown to me. It was th’ough your means that 
1 was first led to devote myself to God publicly, and to en­
deavour to walk, though feebly in liis ways. Under my 
present trial, I am assured you would know well how to 
sympathize with me, But I trust we shall shortly he 
where sympathy will no mope he needed. I remain, dear 
sir, Yours affectionately,
H. Lockwood.
South Africa.—Tire gospels are printed in the Nama- 
qua language. Luke and various catechisms and hymn- 
books are printed in Sichuan. Rev. J. Brownlie and the 
chief Tzatzoeare translating the Scriptures into the Caffre. 
The whole Bible in this tongue will be soon printed.
GENERAL INTELLIGENCE.
LITERARY.
Tire works of the late President Appleton, of Bowdoin 
college are now published. They iorm two volumes oc­
tavo, of more than one thousand pages. They contain a 
memoir prepared by an officer of Bowdoin college, an en­
graved portrait, his theological and baecalaureate lectures, 
and some miscellaneous compositions. A considerable por­
tion of both volumes is now for the first tim e published__
They will ever form standard volumes in American theo­
logical literature.
A work of much interest is in the Press of Gould and 
Newman, entitled, “Lectuies on the Connection of Sci­
ence with Revealed Religion, by Nicholas Wiseman, D. 
D., principal of the English College at Rome.” etc. He 
takes up the subject of the comparative study of languag­
es, the unity of the human race, the geological questions 
growing out of the first chapter of Genesis, the illustra-
complished scholar.
The Greek Testament of Dr. Bloomfield will he'soon is­
sued from the press in two volumes, 8vo. We have ex­
amined some of the sheets, and we find them printed with 
great correctness and beauty. We presume that there 
wili be but one opinion of the value of this Testament.— 
Dr. Bloomfield is a learned and critical scholar, long prac­
tised in the study of the New Testament, well acquainted 
with German works, and apparently devoted to the truth as 
it is in Jesus. The work will answer both for a Greek 
Testament with the various readings, and a closely and ju­
diciously condensed English commentary. If we under­
stand the case, it will exactly meet the wants of many cler­
gymen and students of the Bible.
The Latin-English pait of the late Mr. Leverett’s lexi­
con was published just previously Io the lamentable death 
of the editor. The volume bears the marks of the most 
solicitous care in the preparation of the copy, and in the 
typographical execution. We learn that it is well received 
by those, whose employment has required them to examine 
its merits. The English-Latin part is in press. An edi­
tion of 2000 copies of Andrews and Stoddard’s Latin 
Grammar has been sold. We observe that it is mention­
ed with commendation in the last annual catalogue of Yale 
College. Prof. Fiske’s Manual of Classical Literature, 
published by Key and Biddle of Philadelphia, is adopted 
into the schedule of text-hooks in some of our classical in­
stitutions and colleges, It is a work constructed on the 
most enlarged and philosophical principles, and at the same 
time, combines a great amount of accurate detail and of 
learned reference.
Fosdick’s translation of Hug’s Introduction to the New 
Testament has met with an unexpected rapid sale. It has 
been adopted into the course of study atsome of the wes­
tern literary and theological institutions. Professor Keith 
of Alexandria is proceeding with the Translation of Deng, 
stenberg’s Cliristology. Prof. Stuart’s work on Hermen­
eutics, is not to he a revised edition of Ernesti, hut an inde­
pendent treatise, adopted to the present wants of theologi­
cal students.
The American Antiquarian Society have just issued a 
second volume. It is mainly occupied with a very extend­
ed view of the Indian languages etc. of America, by Albert 
Gallatin —Biblical Repository.
Auburn Theological Seminary.—We are gratified to learn 
that the Rev. Luther Halsey, D. D., Prof, elect of Eccle­
siastical History, Church Polity, &c. in this Institution, in 
the place of Dr. Perine, deceased, has accepted the appoint­
ment. Dr. Halsey will be a valuable acquisition to the 
able faculty of this Seminary. We learn from the cata­
logue that the number of students in the Seminary is 60, 
viz: Senior class, 23; Middle class, 27; Junior class, 10. 
—zV.t Y. Obs.
From a Catalogue of Andover Theological Seminary it 
appears that the present number of students is 135 viz. 
Resident Licentiates 8; Seniors 40; Middle Class 47; Ju­
niors 37.—-Mercury.
A Professorship of the Irish language is to he establish­
ed at Trinity College, Dublin, for the benefit of young 
clergymen of the Established Church.
The Girard Fund. — The income, of the Girard estate, 
this year, is $418,090. The greater portion of this vast in­
come is appointed to the endowments of a College. Last- 
year $153,000 were expended on the College, a building 
when finished, that will be without a rival in North Arocr-
The dwelling house of the Rev. Solomon Davis, the 
Episcopal missionary at Duck Creek, near Green Bay, to­
gether with his valuable library, of upward of five hundred 
volumes, has been destroyed by fire; part of the household 
furniture was saved.—Am. Cit.
Bishop Ives met with a serious accident on Thursday 
last. In leaving Raleigh for Fayetteville, in a carriage 
drawn by two spirited horses they took fright just beyond 
the Government house, sprang off a very high bank, upset 
the vehicle and made a complete wreck of it. The Bishop
and his driver were both thrown out—the former had his 
shoulder dislocated and was otherwise a good deal bruised 
—the latter escaped Unhurt—Alexandria Gazette, Jan. 14.
Michigan.—The bill for the admission of Michigan into 
the Union as an Independent State, has received its final 
passage in the United States Senate, by a vote of 25 to 10. 
Those who opposed it, did so on the ground that (he sec ­
ond Convention, which accepted the terms of admission 
prescribed by Congress, was irregular and informal.— 
Mercury.
Expedition to Liberia__ Thirty-five colored emigrants
sailed for Liberia on the 30th ult. from Norfolk, in the 
brig Roildout, Capt. Howland. Forty others, principally 
of one connection, with a large quantity of goods, were 
left behind, owing to the vessel chartered for the purpose 
proving not large enough both for their accommodation 
and the transportation of their property. Dr. D. F. Ba­
con, a young talented physician, from Connecticut, and 
Dr. W. II. Taylor, a colored medical student from Wash­
ington City, went cut in the Rondout__ N. Y. Observer,
Cincinnati.—If you make this city the centre of a circle 
with a tadius of about 250 miles, you will include about 
four-fifths of the population of the Great Valley, or about 
four million souls. ’The means of communication too, are 
abundant from every quarter of the compass to this spot. 
In 1830 the city had a fraction less than 25,000 inhabit­
ants ; the population is now estimated variously from thirty 
to forty thousand. The Directory of the city for the pre­
sent year, gives the following places of public worship :_
Baptist 4*—Presbyterian 6—Episcopal Methodist 5_ Pro­
testant Methodist 2—Catholic 2—Lutheran 2— German 
Protestant (dissenters from the Lutheran Church) 1—Epis­
copalian 2—Friends2—Unitarian 1—Universalist 1—New 
Jerusalem 1—Jewish Synagogue I. We learn also that 
there are four other places of worship not named in the 
Directory, making 33 places of worship in the city. One 
of the Baptist houses is occupied by Campbelites—one is 
an African church, with a colored pastor, who is esteemed 
as a valuable man.—Zion’s Advocate.
The Lexington, Ky. Intelligencer of the 30th Dec. has 
the following paragraph :—“Gen. Santa Anna, President 
of Mexico, arrived in this city on his way to Washington, 
yesterday. He is in bad health, and will, we understand, 
remain in this city until he recovers so as to be able to trav­
el.”
A murder was perpetrated on the evening of the 26th 
ult. upon the body of Mr. Obadiah Watts, of Perry town­
ship, about 15 miles west of Circleville, Ohio. Two bro­
thers, Southard Timmons, and Smith Timmons, are in cus­
tody charged with the crime. The murder is said to have 
originated in a trifling dispute, at a shooting match.
To die Public.—Counterfeits of the Five Dollar Notes of 
the Franklin Bank of Columbus, pavablc “at the Banking 
II ouse,” have been put in circulation. They are of the 
letter A., and made payable to T. P. Handy, N. Noble. 
E. Jones, H. P. Espy, and probably others. The Bank 
has never issued any payable to T. P. Handy or N. Noble. 
The counterfeit which has been presented is dated O*t. S’, 
1834, No. 2800. There arc also other dates,—No genu-' 
ine Notes of this plate have been issued of the date just 
mentioned, nor have any been numbered above 1100 since 
the year 1828. The counterfeits are shorter and narrower 
than the genuine bills__ Ohio State Journal.
JYew-Year's Present—A beautiful, coach has been built 
eutirely from the wood of the old frigate Constitution, so 
famous in the history of the late war, which was to have 
been given to Gen. Jackson on the 1st ult. as a New Year’s 
Present. It was paid for hv the contributions of several 
gentlemen in New-York.
Cold Weather.—In Concord, N. H. on the morning of 
the 4th inst. the thermometer stood at 32 degrees f e’ow 
Zero, which is about 32degrees colder than any weather 
which we have experienced this winter.— Ohio Obs.
Death of Blach Ilawh--- The Galena, (Illinois,) Adver­
tiser, says that the celebrated Indian warrior, Black Hawk, 
was recently drowned in the Iowa river, by the upsetting 
of his canoe, when returning from making a Treaty.
The Court of Inquiry.—The correspondent of the Balti­
more Patriot, writing from Frederick on the 6th inst., says 
that the Court now in session wili be one of the most re­
markable ever held—that the President of the United 
States, Mr. Cass, now minister to France, and almost all 
the heads of the various branches in the war department 
wili be summoned before it as witnesses. All the witness­
es are to he cross-examined by General Gaines, after Gen­
eral Scott has done with them. No opinion will be given 
by the Court, until both generals have gone through with 
their examination of witnesses and defence.—Presbyterian.
State of Missouri.—Two important measures have been 
taken by the Legislature of this state in its present session. 
A Bank on a capital of $5,000,000 has been chartered, 
one-half the capital to be taken by the State. A Rail 
Road has been chartered, leading from St. Louis to the 
iron mountain, 70 miles distant. By the charter, a college 
is to be supported by the Company at Bellevue ten miles 
from the Maxwell grant__ Mercury.
From the London Times of Dec. 16.
■ The Paris papers of Wednesday are exclusively taken 
up with the telegraphic intelligence from Africa and 
Spain.
It is almost unnecessary to state that the failure and dis­
comfiture of the expedition against Constantine, occupied 
the first place in public attention.
The government has received a complete report of this 
disaster, and to allay the alarms of 7000 families, it con­
tents itself with telling us that the expedition has not had. 
all the success that was expected from it, and that the 
Duke of Nemours is in good health.
Bona, Nov. 30.
(Private Letter.)—“We arrived here this morning from 
Constantine. Our, expedition bas pMpved a complete fail­
ure- We were unable to enter that unfortunate city. I 
shall not of course speak to you of our successes, but of 
our reverses. We extricated ourselves from a situation out 
ot which we Were too happy to escape. We were strange­
ly deceived. The Arabs did not come to meet us, we en­
countered a powerful resistance, and our means were too 
limited to triumph over our fierce adversaries. We at­
tempted all that human power could do. The honor of 
our army issafe. Wc remained three days before Constan­
tine: we threw 1400 projectiles into the place, and made 
two assaults on it, but all in vain. Retreat became una­
voidable: the men had nothing to eat, and the horses were 
without forage for three days, and we were surrounded by 
10,000 or 12,000 of Achmet’s horsemen,who expected that 
not one of us would escape. We were within eight day’s 
march of Bona, and our ammunition almost entirely ex­
hausted. Still we arrived here, hut in what condition and 
at the price of what sacrifices? IIow many unhappy 
wounded, and men exhausted with fatigue, were we oblig­
ed to abandon to the discretion of the Arabs ! What suf­
ferings for the remainder? More t't a l one four li of our 
army has perished, and those who have been fortunate 
enough to return, are in the most deplorable state imagi­
nable. As in the campaign of Moscow, the elements were 
against us. You can form no idea of the rain and hail of 
this country. Snow fell during seven days. Numbers ot 
our soldiees died of cold, but what is still worse, a multi­
tude ot them have had their feet frozen and mortified.— 
Constantine being situated in the midst of mountains, 
snow is as frequent in its environs as in the north of Eu­
rope.”
Curious Discovery at Pompeii__ A letter from Naples of
the 23d of October, published in the Paris National says :
“ Professor Zahn has this moment returned to town with 
the intelligence of a most curious discovery that has just 
been made at Pompeii. A complete tab'le service in silver 
has been found. It consists of forty-four plates, a large 
dish, three small vessels, two spoons, and four forks. I he 
workmanship is admirable, and the articles are nil in the 
highest state of preservation.”
For Sale,
The netv, neat and convenient Frame 
Cottage, situated on the south side of Brook- 
lyn-street, Gambier. The house was built in
—_____ the best manner by Messrs. Fuller & Patch,
under the superintendence of the subscriber, is 38 feet front 
by 32 feet deep, with a piazza in the rear. There are 8 
rooms, 4 on each floor, and a hall running through the cen­
tre, is well furnished with convenient Pantries’and Closets, 
and lias a good Cellar 32 feet by 16. The Parlours are 
finished in the best style, with folding doors, and the doors 
throughout are trimmed with American Locks. The house 
is in all respects one of the neatest and most convenient in 
the country. There is also a good Stable 24 by 16 feet 
and a wood house on the lot.
Possession given on the 1st of May next.
January 4th. M. WHITE,
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POETRY
From the (London) Christian Observer. 
THE GRAVE.
Thou.ait a mournful thing,
O grave ! thy shadow over all is thrown,
Wan builds bright bowers in life’s delightful spring,
But thou eanst throw them down.
The child in infancy—
Ere the heart knows to grieve, the eye to weep— 
On thy low bosom resting peacefully,
Slumbers a calm, still sleep.
The happy dreams of youth ;
The heart’s warm impulses ; the fresh, the free,
The bosom’s joy, and the clear tones of truth,
All perish deep in thee.
And he in manhood’s prime—
Skill’d in the arts of gain, or learning’s lore—
To thee, ’mid all the freshness of his time,
Goes, and returns no more.
The old gray-headed sire,
Bowed with ibe weight of feebleness and woe% 
Longs to behold life’s fliek’ring lamp expire,
And hails thy deep repose.
The matron and the maid,
Woman’s deep feeling—woman’s fervent love— 
Each throbbing heart, in clay cold stillness laid.
To thy dark realms remove.
The mourner weeps no more—
The sorrows of his aching bosom cease,
When his toss’d bark within tby friendly shore
Is safely moor’d in peace.
The evil and the good 
Alike lie hid beneath thy sombre shade :
The rich man, and the bare of daily food,
By thee are equal made.
There ne’er hath pass’d au hour,
Since earth was peopled with her numerous race,
In which her children have not felt thy power,
Thou gloomy dwelling-pluee !
Such is our mortal life!
All that have been, are now, and still may be,
Must drop the burthen of their human strife,
And find their end in thee;
Yet, on time’s fleeting wings 
A day shall come, whose penetrating light 
Shall bare the deepest of thy hidden things
To universal sight.
And—thanks to golden faith !—
There is a land, far hence, amid the sky,
Where a deliverer has conquer’d death,
Where death and thou shalt die.
*T is here that we would go.
Oh ! is it not a glory-beaming shore;
Where flowers unsullied by earth’s breathings blow
And graves are dark no more !
EDUCATIONAL.
OBJECTIONS TO COLLEGES ANSWERED. 
(From an Inaugural Discourse delivered at Williams Col­
lege, Sept. 15, 1836, by Mark Hopkins, President of the 
College.)
It is objected that colleges destroy physical 
vigor. There has, no doubt, been ground for 
this objection. From its local situation,this col­
lege has probably suffered less in this way than 
some others, and there has been here, especially 
of late, comparatively litfle failure of health.—- 
Something has been done, but there is still room 
for improvement. It ought, however, no more 
to be expected that the student should have the 
same robustness of frame and muscular vigor as 
the laboring man, than that the laboring man 
should have the same intellectual cultivation as 
the student. There is no use in undertaking to 
combine things that are incompatible, and how­
ever useful and desirable on many accounts and 
in many situations manual labor institutions may 
be, I believe they may be both, still there al­
ways have been, and probably always will be in­
stitutions not on that plan, and yet compatible 
with perfect health. If we were to regard the 
general voice on this subject, we should suppose 
that a want of exercise was the great, if not the 
sole cause of the failure of health among our 
literary men. But there is a power of adapta­
tion in the human constitution which fits it for 
different occupations- It was never intended 
to lay down, in this respect, a railway from 
which, if man deviated, he should be dashed in 
pieces: and experience shows, that if other 
things are attended to, the range of safety to 
health is comparatively wide. It is not a fact 
that students in Germany exercise more than 
those in this country; and yet they are healthy. 
But the truth is that students, in common with 
other classes of the community, not only do not 
exercise enough, but they live in the constant 
violation of all the rules of dietetics. Some 
have used, and still do, intoxicating drinks, a 
much larger number use tobacco, many of 
them are constantly loading their stomachs 
with raisins and almonds, and various kinds of 
confectionary. They eat too much, they sit up 
late under the excitement of novel reading, and 
perhaps for study. Let their food be of proper 
quantity and quality, let them avoid poisonous 
and narcotic substances, let them keep regular 
Lours, and shun the predominance of an excited 
or polluted imagination, and they will find that 
there is an elasticity in the human frame that 
requires exercise. Nor need it be aimless ex­
ercise. Let them saw their own wood, let bo­
tany and mineralogy lead them over the hills, 
let them cherish a love of fine prospects, let them 
cultivate the taste and manly spirit that have 
originated and carried forward so happily in this 
college, the Horticultural and Landscape Gar­
dening Association, and there will be cheeks as 
fresh, and limbs as agile; and animal spirits as 
buoyant, as if they spent three hours a day in a 
workshop, and which would be necessary in 
some of our institutions, as if a thousand dollars 
a year were expended to enable them to do 
something useful.
Again; it is objected that colleges are not 
practical. There are some who seem to be 
slow in understanding ivbat is meant by the dis­
cipline of the mind, or mental training, as if it 
were different in its principle from a military 
drill in which a series of actions is performed, 
»ot so much for it own sake as a preparation for 
the future battle. It is true the discipline must 
be such as will fit them for the combat. We
must not put bows and arrows into their hands 
when they will have to use the cartridge-box 
and the musket—but discipline there must be. 
We are indeed to consult utility, but it must 
be in its highest and broadest sense—not that 
eager utility which would cut down the tree for 
the sake of sooner getting its fruit, its unripe 
fruit, but that farsighted utility, which would 
plow under a crop for the sake of benefitting 
the soil, and would look forward to the coinci­
dence of its plans with the high purposes of God 
in the creation of man. But if there are any 
who never make a distinction between general 
and’professional education, who look upon man 
solely as a being who is to be fitted to make 
moneyin some particular sphere; and not as one 
who has faculties to be perfected,to them I have 
nothing to say.
Again; it is objected that colleges do not 
keep up with the spirit of the age. This objec­
tion probably does not always assume a definite 
form in the minds of those who make it. But 
if it be intended that improvements in the scien­
ces are not ingrafted, as they are made, upon 
the scientific courses, or that new sciences are 
not introduced as the wants of the public de­
mand; if it be intended that there is an adher­
ence to things that are old because they areold, 
then, however much ground there may have 
been for the charge formerly, and especially in 
England, from which this complaint is mostly 
imported, I do not think there is any ground 
for it now. It is within the memory of our ol­
der graduates that Chemistry, and Geology, and 
Mineralogy,and Botany, and Political Economy 
were either not taught at all, or scarcely at all 
in the college course. These have been intro­
duced as fast as the sciences have become so 
mature as to furnish good text books.
Again; it is objected to colleges, that they 
are aristocratic. Besides those who form no 
theory of society, there are two classes who 
would be thought to aim at the perfection and 
perpetuity of republican institutions, but their 
methods are directly opposite. The one can 
conceive of no improvement except by levelling 
every thing down—and probably there always 
will exist in every community a sediment of 
such people, whose uneasy malignity, manifest­
ing itself in a pretended zeal for republicanism, 
nothing but a return of society to a savage state 
could satisfy. The other class do what, they 
can to level up. And if there be one of these 
who imagines that colleges are not co-operating 
with him, it is because he is entirely ignorant of 
the facts. Must men be told at this day that 
the diffusion of knowledge is the only safety of 
republican institutions? Or are they ignorant 
that without higher seminaries the lower can 
never be sustained in any efficiency? Or that 
if there were not some institutions like colleges 
to make education cheap, we should soon have 
an aristocracy of knowledge and refinement as 
well as of wealth? On this subject there is a 
mistake in regard to two points. One respects 
the class of persons who go to college. While 
a portion of these are sons of wealthy men, the 
great mass are the sons ofclergynien, and farm­
ers, and tradesmen, who feel that an education 
is the best patrimony they can bestow upon their 
children, and who are unable to give them even 
that, unless they assist themselves in part by 
teaching. The most of those therefore who 
graduate at our colleges spend no inconsidera­
ble portion of time, either before or after grad­
uating, in teaching, and thus diffusing the bless­
ings of general education. The other point on 
which there is a mistake; respects the real ex­
tent to which the cost of education is diminish­
ed. At this college (Williams College,) a young 
man receives instruction, and has the use of the 
buildings, and library, and apparatus, and cabi­
net, and pays the college but about $33 a year. 
The whole necessary expense per annum is less 
than $100; a sum quite insufficient to maintain 
a boy in a common family school.
It is thus that the poor man who has no farm 
to give his son, can give him an education, 
which, if he is a suitablesperson to be educated 
is better, and enable him to start fairly in the 
race of competition with the sons of the weal­
thy. In a class in college each is on a perfect 
equality with the rest; and must stand on his own 
merits, and if the son of the rich should happen 
to have the advantage in previous training, he 
may yet find that he will have as much as he will 
care to do to maintain it in the field of open com­
petition; and often when he does his best, much 
more if he become vain or frivolous or self-in­
dulgent, will he find himself left behind by the 
stern efforts of these who feel that they must de­
pend on themselves alone. Surely he who 
would tax and cripple colleges, would tax and 
depress general education, and keep down the 
people.
The last objection against colleges which I 
shall notice, comes from another quarter, and is, 
that they do not teach manners. And it must 
be confessed that this is not one of those things 
for which we give a diploma. Good manners 
certainly ought to exist, and to be acquired in 
colleges, and more ought to be done on this 
point than is done. Still there are difficulties in 
the way which will be appreciated by every sen­
sible man. In the first place, manners cannot 
be taught by direct inculcation; they must main­
ly depend on parents and on associates during 
the earlier years of life. Again, many of those 
who come to college are of such an age that it 
would be impossible to remodel their manners 
entirely under the most favorable circumstan­
ces. They seem to have lost the power, which 
indeed some never had, of perceiving the differ­
ence between tl\e easy intercourse of good 
fellowship which is consistent with self-respect 
and respect towards others, and a coarse fami­
liarity which is consistent with neither. There 
is further apt to be a sentiment prevalent among 
young men, than which no mistake could be 
greater, that maniiers are of little importance, 
and that to be slovenly and slouching, and per­
haps well nigh disrespectful, is a mark of inde­
pendence. After all, college is not in some res­
pects, a bad place to wear off rusticity and break 
down timidity. And if those who make the 
complaint could see the transformation and im­
provement which really ta^e place in many, I 
may say in most instances in a college course, 
they would perhaps wonder that so much is ac­
complished, rather than complain that there is 
so little. Still, when a young man comes with 
a frame of granite rough from the mountains, or 
as rough as if he came from them, and has seen 
perhaps nothing of polite society, and knows 
nothing of polite literature, it cannot be expect­
ed that he should learn during his college course 
the manners of the drawing room, or the arbi ­
trary forms of fashionable etiquette. If he shall 
possess, as perhaps such men oftenest do; that 
higher form of politeness, which consists in res­
pecting the feelings of others and consulting 
their happiness, and we can send him into the 
world with a sound head and a warm heart to 
labor for the good of the world, we shall be sat­
isfied, and the world ought to be thankful.— 
Such men often become the pillars of society.
MISCELLANY.
From the National Intelligencer.
LETTER FROM DAVID M’CLURE ESQ., TO 
NOAH WEBSTER, L. L. D.
Philadelphia, Sept. 24, 1836.
D EAR Sin.-—I take the liberty to send you 
a pamphlet containing a system ofeducation for 
the Girard College. The subject is highly in­
teresting, especially to all those who, like your­
self, know how to appreciate the great import­
ance of sound learning, and can rightly estimate 
its intimate connection with the future prosper­
ity of our beloved country.
With the system I also forward the views en­
tertained by many highly respectable gentlemen 
and would be very grateful for the honor of be­
ing favored with such opinions as you may, af­
ter a careful perusal of the work, be inclined to 
express.
Very respectfully, yours,
David M’Cluhe.
REPLY.
New Haven, Oct. 25, 1836.
Dear Sir:—I have received and perused the 
system of education for the Girard College for 
orphans, which you have been so good as to 
send me, and for which please to accept my 
thanks.
In regard to the merit of the system on which 
you request my opinions, I will make a few re­
marks, although I do not think myself so well 
qualified to judge of it as many gentlemen who 
have been in the employment of instruction in 
our higher seminaries.
The mode you propose for instructing chil­
dren in the French and Spanish languages is 
nearly the same as I have always supposed to 
be the best, if not the only mode of making pu­
pils perfectly masters of a foreign language. An 
accurate pronunciation anil familiarity with a 
language cannot be easily acquired, except in 
youth, when the organs of speech are pliable, 
and by practice; as we learn our vernacular lan­
guage.
In regard to your system, in general, I can 
only say that it appears to be judiciously con­
structed, and well adapted for the purpose of 
making thorough scholars. If on trial it should 
be found susceptible of improvement, expe­
rience will direct to the proper amendments.— 
One remark, however, I take the liberty to make 
I do not suppose an exact conformity to a par­
ticular course of studies to be essential to a 
thorough education. One course may be pre­
ferable to another; but there seems to be “ no 
royal way to geometry,” close and persevering ap­
plication ow/ywill makegood scholars, and this 
will accomplish the object, without an adher­
ence to any precise order of studies.
But if 1 understand your plan, there is in my 
opinion, one material defect in it, which is, the 
want of a professorship of the English language 
and a department appropriated to accurate in­
struction in its true principles, and in the defi­
nite use of words. My reasons for this opinion 
are, that, as far as my information extends, in­
struction in our native language is very much 
neglected in our seminaries. Young men well 
drilled in the principles of other languages often 
finish their academical course without being able 
to analyze many of the most common sentences 
and phrases in the English language; and the 
writings of our most distinguished scholars are 
often deformed by false orthography, false syn­
tax, and by the misapplication of words. From 
these facts, it is to be inferred that the writers 
do not understand their own language. If our 
statesmen were accurately acquainted with the 
language, it is to be presumed they would not 
use comptroller (a counter of the rolls) when 
they mean controller, an officer whose business 
it is to control or check the accounts of other of­
ficers. If military gentlemen were perfectly 
versed in English, they would not use the word 
redoubt (doubting again) when they mean a re­
doubt, an outwork in fortification, If the clergy 
were accurately insructed in the meaning of 
words, we should not hear ^.stanza called a verse. 
If our citizens were well instructed in English, 
we should not hear such phrases, as a balance 
of men or troops in a company remaining after 
a detachment had been made. If our public 
men were well instructed in the language, they 
would not venture to call the privileges of bank­
ing and manufacturing companies in this coun­
try monopolies-, for citizens well instructed in our 
language and in the true meaning of words, 
would consider such a misapplication of terms 
an indignity offered to their understandings. If 
English words were correctly understood, we 
should never hear men talk about the aristocra­
cy of the country; since there is not, and by our 
constitution there cannot be, any such thing in 
the United States.
From more than fifty years’observation, I am 
convinced that won/s or names often have more 
influence on the mass of men than things and 
that the abuse and misapplication of terms may 
counteract the best, and promote the worst, po­
litical measures.
I will take this opportunity to remark on q pe- 
culiarityin the institution of the Girard College. 
If I am not misinformed, according to the will 
of the founder, the Christian religion cannot be 
made a subject of instruction, and clergymen 
are precluded from being trustees, and from 
having any concern with the education of the 
pupils.
Now, sir, in my view, the Christian religion 
is the most important and one of the first things 
in which all children under a free government 
ought to be instructed. In this institution it is 
of more importance, as the pupils will be or­
phans, and may be destitute of parental instruc­
tion.
No truth is more evident to my mind, than 
that the Christian religion must be the basis of 
any government intended to secure the rights 
and privileges, of a free people. The opinion 
that human reason, left without the constant 
control of Divine laws and commands, will pre­
serve a just administration, secure freedom, an 
other rights, restrain men from violations of laws 
constitutions, and give duration to a popular 
government, is as chimerical as the most extra­
vagant ideas that enter the head of a maniac. 
The history of the whole world refutes the opi­
nion; the Bible refutes it; our own melancholy 
experience refutes it.
When I speak of the Christian religion as the 
basis of government, I do not mean an ecclesias­
tical establishment, a creed, or rites, forms, and 
ceremonies, or any compulsion of conscience. I 
mean primitive Christianity, in its simplicity, as 
taught by Christ and-his apostles: consisting in 
a beliefin the being, perfections and moral gov­
ernment of God, in the revelation of his will to 
men, as their supreme rule of action: in man’s 
accountability to God for his conduct in this life, 
and in the indispensable obligation of all men 
to yield entire obedience to God’s commands in 
the moral law and in the Gospel. This belief 
and this practice may consist with different forms 
of Church government, which, not being essen­
tial to Christianity, need not enter into any sys­
tem of education.
Where will you find any code of laws among 
civilized men, in which the commands and pro­
hibitions are not founded on Christian principles? 
I need not specify the prohibition of murder, 
robbery, theft, trespass; but commercial and so­
cial regulations are all derived from those prin­
ciples, or intended to enforce them. The laws 
of contracts and bills of exchange are founded 
on the principles of justice: the basisofall securi­
ty of rights in society. The laws ofinsurance are 
founded on theChristianprincipleofbenevolence 
and intended to protect men from want and dis­
tress. The provisions of law for the relief of the 
poor are in pursuance of Christian principles.— 
Every wise code of laws must embrace the 
mam principles of the religion of Christ.
Now the most efficient support of human laws 
is, the full belief that the subjects of such laws 
are accountable to higher authority than human 
tribunals. The halter and the penitentiary may 
restrain many men from overt criminal acts; but 
it is the fear of God; and a reverence for bis au­
thority and commands, which alone can control 
and subdue the will, when tempted by ambition 
and interest to violate the laws. Whatever su­
perficial observers may think it is beyond a ques­
tion, that the small band of real Christians in 
Protestant countries has more influence in se­
curing order and peace in society than all the 
civil officers of government. Just in proportion 
as the influence of sack men is impaired, is the 
increase of crimes and outrages upon the rights 
of individuals and upon the public peace.
It has been a misfortune to the citizens of this 
country, that, from their abhorrence of the ec­
clesiastical tyranny of certain orders of the cler­
gy in Europe they have contracted strong pre­
judices against the clergy in this country, who 
have neither rank nor temporal power, and 
whose influence is derived solely from their per­
sonal attainments and worth, and their official 
services.
'Flic clergy in this country are generally men 
of learning and of good principles. They have 
i been uniformly and pre-eminently the friends
of education and of civil liberty. The learned 
clergy among the first settlers of New England 
had great influence in founding the first genu­
ine republican governments ever formed, and 
which, with all the faults and defects of the men 
and their laws, were the best republican gov­
ernments on earth. At this moment the peo­
ple of this country are indebted chiefly to their 
institutions for the rights and privileges which 
are enjoyed.
During the revolution the clergy were very- 
useful in supportingthe courageand fortitude of 
our citizens, and in restraining their intemper­
ate passions. They- have uniformly been the 
supporters of law and order, and to them is po­
pular education, in this country, more indebted 
than to any other class of men. That such men 
should be precluded from any concern in the 
education of youth in a literary institution, is a 
reproach to a Christian country.
It may be said that the clergy are bigoted 
men, and often engaged in controversy. But 
other classes of men are liable to the same ira- 
putation;and nothing in the character of clergy­
men furnishes a good reason for proscribing 
their aid in the education of youth.
Clergymen differ chiefly on speculative points 
in religion; in the fundamental points, to which 
my description of religion is limited, they are 
probably al| united; and in support of them they 
would join in solid phalanx to resist the inroads 
of licentiousness.
The foundation of all free government, and of 
all social order, must be laid in families, and in 
the discipline of youth. Young persons must 
not only be furnished with knowledge, but they 
must be accustomed to subordination, and sub­
jected to the authority and influence of good 
principles. It will avail little that youths are 
made to understand truth and correct principles 
unless they are accustomed to submit to be gov- 
' erned by them. The speculative principles of
natural religion will have little effect,or noneat 
all, unless the pupil is made to yield ooedience 
; to the practical law of Christian morality; and 
! the practice of yielding such obedience must be 
' familiar and wrought into habit in early life, or 
the instruction of teachers will, for the most 
i part, be lost on their pupils. To give efficacy 
to such a course of education, the pupil must 
believe himself to be accountable lor his ac- 
J tions to the Supreme Being, as well as to human 
laws; lor, without such belief, no dependence 
can be had upon his fidelity to the laws, when 
urged to violate them by strong passions, or by 
the powerful temptations of present advantage. 
The experience of the whole world evinces that 
all the restraints of religion and law are often 
insufficient to control the selfish and malignant 
passions of men. Any system of education 
therefore, which limits instruction to the arts 
and sciences, and rejects the aid of religion, in 
forming the character of citizens, is essentially 
defective. J
In giving this view of my opinions, I am aware 
that I expose myself to the obloquy of modern 
philosophers. But this I disregard; for I have 
in support of my opinions, the experience of the 
whole civilized word, as well as the proofs pre 
sented by inspired truth, from the beginning to 
.he end of the Iiible. that book which the be 
nevolent Creator lias furnished Tor the express 
purpose of guiding human reason in the path 
of safety and the only book which can remedy, 
or essentially mitigate, the .»i|,-„f a ||c,ntio£
From a full conviction of thes® truths, I firm
ly believe that without material change’s iu the 
principles now prevalent in the United States 
our republican government is destined to be of 
short duration.
An attempt to conduct the affairs of a free 
government with wisdom and impartiality, ami 
to preserve the just rights ot all classes of citi­
zens, without the guidance of Divine precepts, 
will certainly end in disappointment. God is 
the supreme moral Governor of the world he 
has made, and as he himself governs with per­
fect rectitude, he requires his rational creatures 
to govern themselves in like manner. If men 
will not submit to be controlled by his laws, he 
will punish them by the evils resulting from their 
own disobedience.
Be pleased, sir, to accept the respects of your 
obedient servant, N. Webster.
Curious MbS.—In Emmanuel College Cambridge are 
two very remarkable and rather volumnious MSS, which 
were in the library of Dr. Parr. The first is a MSS. of 
St. Chrysostom, in four volumes. They are said to have 
never been used by any editor. The following note is by 
Dr. Parr-—“This noble hook belonged, to the late learned 
Dr. Adam Askew, and was given to Dr. Parr by Adam 
Askew, Esq., the much-esteeemed pupil of Dr. Parr, and 
the eldest son of Dr. Askew.” The other MS. is upon 
the Immortality of theSoul. It occupies two volumes.— 
It is stated in a note by Dr. Parr, that ii is the work of the 
immortal Sir M. Hale, and was never published; anil 
that it was given to him by his sagacious and most highly 
respected friend, Francis Hargrave Esq. Dr. Parr direct­
ed that these MSS. should be sent to Emmanuel College. 
—Mirror.
Singular. Proclamation. — In the town ot Louppy le 
petit (so says the Journal de la Meuse J the following pro­
clamation was made by the crier, by permission of tho 
mayor, a few days since.- — Notice is hereby given, that a 
woman, having relies of St. Hubert and others which are 
effectual against hydrophobia and other complaints, will 
wait upon the inhabitants to mark their dogs cats, sheep 
&c. at one sous per head. A mass will be celebrated in hon­
our of the saint, to prevail with him to preserve all such 
animals from the said disease.” Oil the following morn • 
ing the woman appeared accordingly, and marked so many 
animals as to realize a considerable sum; the mayor him­
self setting the example. It is hut justice to state that the 
minister refused to take part in the foolery by performing 
the mass.
Since it does not appear what animal belonging to the 
mayor was marked, perhaps he underwent the operation 
himself, in the similitude of a donkey. The manner in 
which the narrative is worded does not altogether discoun­
tenance the supposition.
Interesting Discovery.—Remains of an antediluvian
Monster--- Baron Dr. Klipstein, n German Savant, who
has long devoted himself to the study of Geology and who 
is now directing the excavations■ in the neighborhood of 
Elez, (a small town in Rbennish Hesse) has made a most 
important discovery for natural history. In digging 38 
feet below ground near Ephisheim about a league distant 
from the latter place, he discovered in a state of perfect 
preservation, the bones of a dinotherium gigantium, proba­
bly the most colossal of the antediluvian animals, whose 
existence was first indicated, and nearly specifically deter­
mined by Dr. Caup, the learned Zoologist. The head 
measures six feet in length by three and a half in breadth, 
and weighed nearly five quintals. Near the head was al­
so found a humeral bone six teet long, apparently apper­
taining to the same animal__ S. Churchman.
It is impossible to view the cheerfulness and happiness of 
animals and birds without pleasure: the latter, especially 
appear lo enjoy themselVts during the fine weather in spring 
and summer with a degree of hilarity which might be al­
most envied. It is astonishing how much man might do 
to lessen the misery of those animals which are either given 
to him for food or use, or for adding to his pleasure, if he 
were so disposed. Instead of which he often exercises a 
degree of wanton tyranny and cruelty over them, which 
cannot be too much deprecated, anil for which no doubt he 
will be one day held accountable. Animals are so capa­
ble of showing gratitude and affection to those who have 
been kind to them, that I never see them subjected to ill-*, 
treatment, without feeling the utmost abhorrence of those 
who are inflicting it. I know many persons who like mv- 
self, take a pleasure in seeing all the animals about them 
appear happy and contented.
Cows will show their pleasure at seeing those who have 
been kind to them, by moving their ears gently, and put­
ting out their wet noses. My old horse rests his head on 
the gate with great complacency, when he sees me coming, 
expecting to receive an apple or a piece of bread. I should 
even be sorry to see my poultry and pigs get out of my 
Vay with any symptoms of fear.—Jesse's Gleanings.
We read that, in certain climates of the world, the gales 
that spring from the land carry a refreshing smell out to 
sea, and assures the watchful pilot that he is approaching to 
a desirable and fruitful coast, when as yet ho cannot dis­
cern it with his eyes. And in like manner it fares with 
those who have steadily and religiously pursued the course 
which heaven pointed out to them. We shall sometimes 
find, by their conversation towards the end of their days, 
that they are filled with hope, and peace, and joy ; which, 
like those refreshing gales and reviving odours to the sea­
man, are breathed forth from Paradise upon their souls;
and give them to understand with certainty that God is 
bringing them into their desired haven.—Townson.
Nothing hardens tbo heart more efFuetually than literary 
trifling upon religious subjects. Wnere all is theory or 
scholarship the conscience is untouched. — Milner.
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